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Students 
to lend a 
hand in 
service 
week
By Angela Harris
GVL News Editor
Grand Valley State 
University students 
will grab their rakes, 
paint brushes and 
hammers, and head out 
to make a difference 
in the West Michigan 
community this week.
As part of the annual 
tradition of Community 
Outreach Week,
students will volunteer 
their time and service 
to area organizations, 
helping in any way that 
is needed.
COW is similar to 
Make-A-Difference 
Day in the fall, but 
it is spread out over 
an entire week, said 
Jodi Griffin, Laker 
Leadership intern.
“Its purpose is 
to provide students 
with the opportunity 
to be connected with 
agencies and see the 
impact of volunteering 
on the agency,” said 
Stephanie St. Jacques, 
co-coordinator of 
Community Outreach 
Week. “It is to show 
how readily available 
(these agencies) are 
and how in need they 
are.”
It is also an 
opportunity to give 
students the chance to 
become connected with 
the various agencies, 
she added.
Participants will 
volunteer at Second 
Harvest Gleaners, 
Habitat for Humanity, 
Kent County Animal 
Shelter, Grand Rapids 
Children’s Museum, 
Ransom Tower
Apartments, the
YWCA. Casa del Paz 
and a seniors meal plan 
program, she said.
There is a total 
capacity of 15 
participants on each of 
the nine trips that are 
offered, St. Jacques 
said.
Each day,
participants will work 
for two hours at one 
of the organizations 
during the morning 
or afternoon sessions, 
Griffin said.
In addition,
participants will also 
be required to write 
a reflection on their 
activity in order to 
fulfill the learning 
portion of the service 
learning requirement 
that the center has, 
Griffin said.
Also, while at the 
agencies,the volunteers 
will have the chance to 
learn about the agency, 
what it does and how 
it impacts the Grand 
Rapids community, St. 
Jacques said.
In addition to COW 
on the Allendale and 
Pew campuses, the 
Holland campus is 
also participating this 
year and organizing 
its own events, Griffin 
said. The deadline to 
sign up for the week on 
the Holland campus is 
Tuesday,she added.
The Community 
Service Learning 
Center asked the 
organizations to
participate by
invitation and asked 
what they needed in 
terms of volunteers, 
Griffin said.
The participants 
will do various 
activities ranging 
from cleaning up after 
animals, brushing or 
cleaning the animals 
at the environmental
SEE COW. A2
Dick DeVos makes a
Governor candidate 
met with the College 
Republicans to 
address state issues
By Brandon Hubbard
GVL Staff Writer
Michigan Republican 
GubematorialCandidateDick 
DeVos met with the College 
Republicans at Grand Valley 
State University on Saturday 
in a roundtable discussion 
about his campaign and 
current state issues.
While DeVos has not yet 
publicly laid out his plan to 
fix the state’s ailing economy, 
he explained several of his 
plans while at GVSU.
“We have to get something 
straight — the auto industry 
in America is not hurting,” 
DeVos said about the recent
breakdowns in the Michigan 
automotive industry.
Car manufacturers have 
simply moved away from 
Michigan to new places 
around the country, like 
Alabama, he added.
The auto industry in 
Michigan is fragmented, and 
while it may improve, it will 
never be the giant it once was, 
he said. Instead, Michigan 
will have to diversify its 
sources of income, he added.
Citing the growing 
West Michigan medical 
industry, he said bioscience 
and biotechnology could 
be utilized to increase 
employment in the state. 
Michigan has huge 
opportunities in that field, he 
said.
"Another way we can look 
to the future is agriculture,” 
he said. “Many alternative 
fuels are (organic) based.
allowing the state to utilize 
its farming communities.”
DeVos also tackled the 
recent nationwide protests 
against immigration bill 
HR4437 and said, “Our 
challenge is to protect our 
borders.”
Americans must ask those 
who come into this country to 
do it legally, he said. Society 
has an obligation to deal with 
immigration both honorably 
and collectively, he added. 
When immigration occurs 
illegally, it must be handled 
differently, he said.
Criticizing Gov. Jennifer 
Granholm’s most recent 
actions in office, he attacked 
the recent veto of the Single 
Business Tax repeal, which 
is currently slated to expire 
in 2009.
According to the Detroit 
SEE DEVOS, A2
stop at GVSU
CVL / Kyle A. Hudeci
Preparing for elections: Dick DeVos visited the College 
Republicans on Saturday in the Kirkhof Center. DeVos, who 
is running for Govenor in the Nov. 7, 2006 election, met with 
students in a informal forum to speak on current issues and 
answer questions.
Opening eyes, minds
CVL / Mitt Butterfield
jammin’ for a cause: Dan Myers of the band Down the Line plays an eletric violin during Rock Against Rape on Friday in Lot H
CVL/ Mitt Butterfield
Entertaining for awareness: Derek 
Fawcett plays a djembe drum as his 
band Down the Line performs at Rock 
Against Rape on Friday.
Four bands, three student 
organizations host 
Rock Against Rape to 
raise awareness for 
sexual assault
By Brandon Hubbard
GVL Staff Writer
Despite endless rain and cold 
wind, about 2,000 students at 
Grand Valley State University 
turned out for the second annual 
“Rock Against Rape” on Friday.
‘ While rock bands Arcadia. 
Headed for Zen, ‘80s cover 
band Hello McFly and jam band 
Down the Line took the stage to 
entertain students and show their 
support, the benefit had many 
different forms of activism.
Students slathered their 
hands in paint to make a “pledge 
against violence” poster, which 
will be displayed in the Kirkhof 
Center this week. Organizers 
held a contest for several 
volunteer GVSU student-artists 
who created their impressions of 
violence against women while 
the concert took place.
“This is the second year I have 
volunteered,” said My Tran, a 
senior graphics design major at 
GVSU. “It is a nice opportunity 
for people to watch us work and 
have it be for a cause.”
Although entry was free, the 
program raised money for the 
YWCA and the Women’s Center 
in Holland by selling T-shirts, 
bracelets, ribbons, window 
clings and holding a raffle. Last
year, the group raised about 
$1,500, and hoped to raise more 
this year, said Andrea Wellman, a 
student organizer.
“It is our mission to raise 
awareness of rape in an 
untraditional way here at GVSU,” 
Wellman said. “Rock Against 
Rape isn’t something you do 
once a year, but something you 
have to practice everyday.’’
Throughout the program, 
information and contact numbers 
were posted to educate students. 
Statistics — including that one in 
four women and one in 10 men 
are the victim of a sex crime, 
according to the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation — covered the 
walls of the tent.
SEE ROCK, A2
Survivor shares her experience of assault
Editor's note: Due to 
the sensitive nature of the 
incident and to protect the 
identity of the individual, 
the last tuime of the person 
written about below has been 
withheld.
By Jenna Carlesso
GVL Managing Editor
When she walks into a 
party, it's on her mind. When 
she smells the stench of liquor 
or hears the roar of drunken 
laughter, she is reminded. She 
sometimes turns cold.
One of her biggest 
memories at Grand Valley 
State University is frequently 
thought about, but seldom 
discussed. As a sophomore, 
Jodi was raped.
“People don’t always see 
it as rape They see it as a 
mistake,” she said. “When 
you’re drunk and sexually 
assaulted, it’s not just a 
mistake, and it’s not always 
your fault."
In summer of 2004, Jodi 
visited the campus area to 
attend a house party. She 
arrived with a male friend who 
was a fellow student. While 
he stayed sober throughout 
the evening, she drank.
Because she trusted him. 
she got into his car at the end 
of the night. On the nde back, 
Jodi passed in and out of 
consciousness When the car 
stopped, she was guided by 
the hand into his apartment.
“I don’t remember 
everything that happened.”
she explained. “But I do 
remember him on top of me. 
and I do remember trying to 
get away from it. I didn’t feel 
a lot. but I knew it was not 
what I wanted. It was mainly 
a situation where he took 
advantage of me.”
Jodi woke the next morning 
confused and scared. She said 
she drove around for a long 
time seeking someone to talk 
to. Although the medical tests 
came back negative, she was 
not consoled.
“Just because I was in 
an inebriated state doesn't 
mean someone gets to take 
advantage of me.” she said. 
“The absence of a ’no’ does 
not mean ‘yes.’”
If a girl is flirting with 
someone at a party or wearing
a short skirt, it does not mean 
she is inviting a sexual assault, 
she added.
Afraid people would think 
it was her fault, she did not file 
a police report. Instead, she 
sought counseling and joined 
the on-campus organization 
Eyes Wide Open
“One of the biggest 
misconceptions is people 
believe the survivor is at fault,” 
said Dave Jones, adviser for 
Eyes Wide Open and assistant 
director of GVSU’s ALERT 
Labs. “There Is a difference 
between judgment and 
responsibility. The victim may 
use poor judgment in drinking 
too much, but the person who 
assaults or commits the act is 
ultimately responsible"
Jones said many rape
survivors do not report the 
crime because there is a 
potential for re-victimization.
“Survivors want to move 
on — not tell their story over 
and over again." he said. 
“This is a deeply traumatic 
event that deals with the most 
intimate aspects of a person’s 
life. People are just not 
comfortable talking about it."
A small percentage of 
rapes get reported because 
survivors may not remember 
or do not think they have 
a strong case, said Jo Ann 
Wassenaar. assistant director 
of the Women’s Center. It is 
up to the individual and what 
they choose to do for safety, 
she added.
To prevent situations of 
SEE SURVIVOR, A2
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Campaign to raise money, 
increase mental health awareness
Students participate in the 
Giving Circle campaign to 
gather funds
By Rachel Rolph
GVL Staff Writer
For more than 50 years, 
the month of May has been 
recognized as Mental Health 
Month.
This annual observance is 
designed to increase awareness 
about mental health and mental 
illness, said Christy Buck, 
executive director of the Mental 
Health Foundation of West 
Michigan.
The organization, along with 
other foundations and hospitals 
in the Grand Rapids area, are 
teaming up in an effort to get rid 
of the stigmas attached to mental 
illnesses.
Grand Valley State University 
is playing a role in the campaign, 
Buck said. However, since 
school is not in session during 
the month of May, GVSU will be 
doing their part throughout the 
month of April, she explained.
The campaign, known as the 
Giving Circle, urges people who 
want to support this cause to 
purchase a yellow circle for $1, 
said junior Becky McDonald, a
member of the volunteer class 
working on the project.
The circles have a picture of 
a shoe on them where a person 
who purchased it will write his 
name. The circles will be hung 
in the Kirkhof Center, she said.
“The shoe symbolizes the 
stomping out of stigmas,” Buck 
said. “Stigmas are the No. 1 
barrier between people and their 
choosing to go and get help.”
In cooperation with an 
introduction to volunteerism 
class, the foundation will set up 
tables in the Kirkhof Center on 
Tuesday and downtown in the 
DeVos Center on Thursday.
“It has been a wonderful 
experience to get to work with 
the foundation,” McDonald said. 
“They do a lot of great work.”
Students may purchase the 
circles at the tables set up in 
Kirkhof and the DeVos Center, as 
well as obtain more information 
about the campaign in May.
“What we are trying to do 
is increase volunteerism for 
the foundation through the 
university,” Buck said. “We are 
so thrilled to be teaming up with 
GVSU.”
Money from the circles will 
be donated to the foundation, 
which will turn the donations
into $500 grants given to 
former clients of the foundation, 
McDonald said.
GVSU will also be the launch 
sight for the Stomp out Stigmas 
of Mental Illness Walk, taking 
place on May 20, Buck said.
“Grand Valley has been so 
generous in letting us use their 
downtown Pew Campus as the 
starting point of the walk,” Buck 
said.
Meteorologist Terri DeBoer 
will kick-off the 5K walk. The 
walk will lead participants 
along the west side of the Grand 
River.
The walk and campaign is 
a collaborative effort of the 
Mental Health Foundation, 
as well as other mental health 
providers in Kent County, Buck 
said. Other providers involved 
include Network 180, Bethany 
Christian Services, Wedgwood 
Children’s Services, Arbor 
Circle, Touchstone Innovate and 
many others, she added.
Those who would like to 
register for the walk or want 
more information about the 
campaign and its cause can visit 
the tables in the Kirkhof Center 
or the DeVos Center next week, 
or contact Buck at (616) 459- 
0255.
DEVOS
continued from page A1
News, the tax generates 
$1.9 billion in annual revenue 
for the state.
Afterward, DeVos posed 
with students for pictures 
and talked openly about his 
excitement for the coming 
months.
"It’s fun to see DeVos 
bumpier stickers start to pop up
around Michigan,” he said.
When asked why he felt 
compelled to visit the College 
Republicans at GVSU, he 
said it is important for young 
adults to become a part of the 
process.
“Politics are a volunteer 
sport,” he said. “Most of 
these students are already 
volunteering, and this is a 
chance to say thanks.”
Senior Ben Hayden,
a member of the College
Republicans, said he wanted 
to meet DeVos. Hayden is a 
DeVos campaign volunteer, 
and assists other Republican 
campaigns.
The latest Rasmussen 
Reports poll held on March 27 
showed Granholm and DeVos 
tied with 44 percent of the 
potential votes. The election 
will be held on Nov. 7.
COW
continued from page AI
organization sites, and 
shingling or laying grout for 
Habitat for Humanity. Griffin 
said.
St. Jacques said she hopes 
students learn that serving 
others can be a positive 
experience. She also wants
to increase their knowledge 
about what the agencies do 
and how their help will affect 
the agency, she said.
“I hope they learn that in 
short amount of time, they 
make a huge impact,” St. 
Jacques said. “It makes a big 
difference.”
Griffin said there are a lot 
of programs that are highly
successful in the fall that a 
lot of students know about. 
GVSU is looking to keep 
going in the winter semester 
so the fall events are not the 
only time students can be 
involved in them, she added.
“We want students to be 
civically engaged and know 
of their commitment to the 
community,” Griffin said.
ROCK
continued from page A1
For students to help 
actively prevent sexual 
violence, Dave Jones, adviser 
to Eyes Wide Open, said, “to 
end sexual assault, we have to 
stop being silent.”
When a person is silent 
about his rape, a friend’s 
rape or someone’s distorted 
viewpoint about sex, that 
person perpetuates rape, Jones 
said. He also said society 
often “dehumanize(s)” its
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rape or sexual assault, 
students should go out in groups, 
watch their drinks at parties and 
clearly express sexual intentions 
with their partner, Jones said.
“There are subtle 
and appropriate ways to 
communicate,” he said. Above 
all, people should always trust 
their gut instinct in dangerous 
settings, he added.
Many rapes occur between 
people who know each other, 
rather than by a stranger who 
jumps out from the bushes or
visit out website 
for valuable coupons
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hides behind cars, Wassenaar 
said. People need to realize this 
behavior will not be tolerated, 
she added.
More than two years later, 
Jodi said the experience still 
affects her life.
“I definitely became a 
stronger person because of it,” 
she said. “I don’t trust as easily 
anymore. Sometimes I have 
to not feel to get through my 
days.”
When she attends parties, 
she travels with a “good support 
system” of friends who watch 
out for her, she said. She also 
avoids drinking around people 
she does not know, she added.
“I did a lot of work to 
understand and overcome 
what happened,” Jodi said. 
“Now, when I have a flashback 
or bad dream. I can deal with 
it effectively.”
Although it is a sensitive 
subject, Jones said survivors 
of rape and sexual assault 
should stand up and make 
their voices heard.
“When we stay silent, we 
feel like we’re the only ones,” 
he said. “We can change the 
culture surrounding this issue 
if perpetrators see and hear 
that people disagree with 
them.”
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language with sayings like 
“that test raped me."
Using the words 
sarcastically might initially 
seem harmless, but this causes 
a type of apathy to the word 
rape when it is applied in its 
original context, he added.
When someone says they 
have been raped, believe 
them, Jones said.
In an effort to identify this 
type of language, “victim- 
blaming statements” such 
as “she was wearing a really 
short skirt” and “she danced 
like she wanted it,” were 
posted.
Student Organizer
Stephanie Gross said although 
the rain may have kept some 
away, many students were 
dedicated enough to show up 
and make a difference.
The bands played for free 
with exception of Down the 
Line, who donated $200 of 
their earnings to the cause. 
Gross said.
Rock Against Rape was 
organized by Eyes Wide 
Open, Sigma Kappa and 
Sigma Phi Epsilon.
Eyes Wide Open’s effort 
against rape continues tonight 
with “Rock On” at 9 p.m. in 
the Thornapple Room in the 
Kirkhof Center.
Rape survivors can contact 
the YWCA of Grand Rapids 
at (616) 459-4681 or the 
Department of Public Safety 
at (616) 331-3255. Additional 
help and counseling can 
be found by contacting the 
Women’s Center at (616) 331- 
2748 or the GVSU Counseling 
Center at (616) 331-3266.
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GVL digest
Relay for Life donations 
due Tuesday
Final donations and 
donation packets for Grand 
Valley State University’s 
Relay for Life must be 
turned in at Bank Night on 
Tuesday.
The Cancer Awareness 
Resistance and Education 
club will accept donations 
in the Student Organization 
Center, located in the lower 
level of the Kirkhof Center, 
from 7 to 10 p.m.
The Relay for Life event 
will take place on Friday 
from 6 p.m. to 6 a.m. around 
the Cook-Carillon Tower. 
Activities are planned 
all night to honor cancer 
survivors and raise awareness 
and funds for the disease.
For more information, 
contact C.A.R.E. at 
care@student.gvsu.edu.
'Rock On!' concludes 
weekend celebration
As a conclusion to “Rock 
Against Rape,” which took 
place Friday, Eyes Wide Open 
will host an open discussion 
forum about sexual assault 
tonight.
Students and staff with 
unanswered questions or 
concerns about sexual assault 
and prevention of such acts 
may attend. Free food will be 
served.
“Rock On!” will take 
place at 9:10 p.m. in the 
Thornapplc Room in the 
lower level of the Kirkhof 
Center.
Pew Campus hosts 
blood drive
GVSU’s Pew Campus will 
host a blood drive on Tuesday 
from 10 a.m. to 4. p.m. Walk- 
ins are welcome.
Drives will be held in both 
the DeVos Center main lobby 
and the Cook-DeVos Center 
for Health Sciences.
To make an appointment, 
call (616) 331-7220 for the 
DeVos Center, and (616) 331 - 
3558 for the Health Sciences 
building.
The blood drive is 
sponsored by the Michigan 
Community Blood Centers.
MCBC provides blood 
and related products to local 
hospitals, including Spectrum 
Health, St. Mary’s Mercy 
Medical Center, Mary Free 
Bed Rehabilitation Hospital 
and Metropolitan Hospitals.
'Operation Outcry' to 
share women's abortion 
experiences
Operation Outcry, a 
nonprofit project designed 
to expose the truth about 
abortions and their impact on 
families, will visit GVSU’s 
Cook-DeWitt Center on 
Wednesday from 7 to 8:30 
p.m.
As part of the program, 
women who have had 
abortions will speak on 
personal experiences, as 
well as how it affected their 
lives and the lives of their 
families. Mary Verwys, an 
abortion counselor from 
Grand Rapids, will share her 
perspective as well.
Annual lecture to take 
place on Wednesday
Robin D Rodgers, 
director of the Center for 
Green Manufacturing at the 
University of Alabama and 
recipient of seven patents, 
will speak as part of the 
fourth annual Arnold C. Ott 
Lectureship in Chemistry on 
Wednesday.
Rodgers will speak 
twice on various subjects 
in chemistry. The first is 
a seminar titled “The Fast 
Present and Future of Ionic 
Liquids: From Designer
Solvents to Advanced New 
Materials.” It will take place 
at 1 p.m. in Manitou Hall, 
room 123.
His second address. 
“Green Chemistry: Can 
Society and the Chemical 
Industry Co-exist?” will 
take place at 7 p.m. in the 
Loosemore Auditorium on 
GVSU’s Pew Campus in 
Grand Rapids.
Making cancer understandable
GVSUprofessor breaks down medical 
terminology so students can better understand it
By Craig Stevens
GVL Staff Writer
In an attempt to increase 
awareness, Resident Assistant 
Anupam Jha solicited the 
expertise of Professor Rebecca 
Uzarski to give students a better 
understanding of the causes 
and effects of a sometimes 
frightening topic — cancer.
The top five cancers in the 
United States are skin, lung, 
colon, breast and prostate, said 
Uzarski, a professor in Grand 
Valley State University’s 
biology department.
"Lung cancer is by far the 
most deadly cancer in the U.S., 
mostly because we have this 
mindset that it is a smoker’s 
choice to smoke, and they must 
deal with the consequences,” 
she said. “With this in mind, 
not too much money or 
research has gone to finding a 
cure for this type of cancer.”
Uzarski spoke to the GVSU 
community about the cause 
of cancer on Wednesday. The 
event was hosted by Jha, who 
said he organized it to give 
students a better understanding 
of cancer.
“We wanted to educate 
(students) since cancer is so 
prevalent, and exposure to 
radiation is a daily occurrence,” 
Jha said. He has family and 
friends suffering from cancer, 
he added.
Uzarski presented the 
sometimes complex subject 
in a down-to-earth way for 
students to relate to, and took a 
different approach at informing 
to help lessen the fear of 
cancer by giving students a 
comprehensive understanding 
of what the term actually 
means.
Uzarski’s presentation was 
in a survey course-type format, 
presenting some specialized 
terms most people should 
know when they run across 
them.
Cancer is a genetic disease.
and the mutations in genes 
account for a high percentage 
of all cancers, Uzarski said.
A mutation, which may 
occur during cell division, is 
what makes both benign and 
cancerous tumors possible, 
Uzarski said. As a result of 
uncontrolled cell division, 
the cells start to pile up and 
create a mass that is known as 
a tumor, she added.
Uzarski identified
computers, tanning beds, 
televisions and digital 
wristwatches as environmental 
factors that increase radiation 
exposure. The increase 
in radiation will increase 
a person’s danger of cell 
mutation, she said.
In addition, some people 
are prone to cancer because 
they inherit a mutation from a 
parent, and are one step closer 
to cancer since it only takes a 
minimum of two mutations to 
occur, she said.
Uzarski presented an 
article from MSNBC.com 
that reported cancer, for the 
first time in history, is on the 
a rapid decline. This decline 
shows the advancements in 
early detection and treatment 
success, she said.
“I asked Professor Uzarski 
to deliver this speech because 
she is very experienced in 
this area,” Jha said. “She has 
conducted research in this area, 
and is a head of the biology 
department. She seemed 
perfect for this presentation.”
Uzarski said she was excited 
to give this presentation to 
students who were eager 
to learn more about the 
topic, which is sometimes 
uncomfortable to talk about.
“I wanted to give this 
speech because 1 get to interact 
with students that I otherwise 
wouldn’t,” she said. “I hope 
that I was able to give students 
a better understanding of 
cancer, and lessen their fear of 
this heavy topic.”
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A simplified perspective: Professor Rebecca Uzarski discusses mutagens during a presentation on cancer in the 
Kirkhof Center on Wednesday evening
The inside scoop on 
money and business
Engineering a place to live
Q: Should a person bank at 
more than one bank, or stick to 
just one?
A: As long as it has convenient 
hours, locations, and online 
access, a single bank is fine. If 
you have more than one bank, 
it becomes more difficult to 
maintain the minimum balances 
required to avoid all sorts of 
fees. Checking accounts, savings 
accounts and money market 
accounts all come either with 
minimum balances, pay higher 
rates of interest the greater the 
balance, or both.
Q: Do you have any hot 
stock tips?
A: Maybe. I do have my 
own portfolio of stocks I have 
accumulated over the years, but 
1 have a philosophical problem 
with recommending individual 
stocks to people. Here is why. For 
starters, your goals, expectations, 
lime hon/on and risk preferences 
are likely different than mine. 
A stock that is good for me 
might be bad for you. Also, I 
am diversified across all types 
of investments: my house, my 
retirement account and so forth. 
I can invest in a particular stock, 
and if it turns out to be horrible, 
c’est la vie. No harm. Same for 
you? I doubt it.
Finally, I know there is a 
warehouse full of research 
papers showing that it is 
virtually impossible to out­
perform the stock market by 
picking individual stocks. Still, 
the challenge is there, and I am 
going to try to do so — it is my 
field. But knowing the research. 
I would never recommend this to 
anyone. You would be far better 
off just trying to match returns 
generated by the stock markets. 
Throughout many decades, 
returns have averaged about 12 
percent per year. You can become 
very wealthy over a life time by 
earning 12 percent. For example, 
every dollar you invest at age 25 
will grow to $93 by age 65, and a 
mind-boggling $289 by age 75.
So sorry, 
no individual 
stock tips, but 
I do have a 
tip. Purchase 
shares of SPY, 
the S&P 500 
exchange 
traded fund. 
Each share 
represents 
a fraction 
of each of the 500 companies 
comprising the index. You get 
instant diversification across 500 
companies. Buy the shares online 
or through your broker. They are 
trading for about $ 130 per share. 
They will generate a return 
equal to the S&P 500 market 
return, and if future returns equal 
decades of past returns, you will 
be set for life.
Q: My credit score is 711. 
That is a healthy score for a 
college kid, right?
A: Yes. congrats. Depending 
on the formula used, the 
maximum credit score is 800 or 
850. A score exceeding 700 is 
excellent, especially for a low- 
income college student. Did 
you know most auto lasurance 
companies use your credit score 
as one of the factors to set your 
premium? Often. 700 is the 
minimum score to earn the largest 
premium discount. A score below 
600 could make your premium 
40 percent higher, and a person 
with no credit history — and 
therefore no score — could pay 
15 to 20 percent more.
Dr. Dimkoff is a finance 
professor in the Seidman 
College of Business. He 
is a Certified Financial 
Planner and a Chartered 
Life Underwriter. Do you 
have a question for Professor 
Dimkoff? If so. send your 
question to dimkoffg@gvsu. 
edu or to The Lanthom 
(Lanthom@gvsu.edu).
Students, staff team up 
with local businesses to 
build an energy-efficient 
house
By Shawn Zalewski
GVL Assistant News Editor
In continuing their 
community involvement, 
members of Grand Valley State 
University have broken ground 
on a home in Grand Rapids 
that is as affordable as it is 
innovative.
Students and staff of the 
GVSU School of Engineering 
teamed up with Westown 
Jubilee Housing, Rockford 
Construction and Heartland 
Builders LLC to build a 
residential house with modern, 
energy-efficient materials that 
will help lower utility costs.
A formal ground breaking 
ceremony took place March 22, 
at the house’s location at 845 
Watson SW, about one mile 
west of GVSU’s Pew campus.
As of Friday, the foundation 
of the house was dug and is 
ready for concrete footings 
to be poured, said Shirley 
Fleischmann, professor of 
engineering and coordinator of 
the project.
Daniel and Melita Powell, 
along with their eight children 
and Melita’s mother, will call 
845 Watson their home in 
September, when the project 
is expected to be completed. 
Currently, the 11-member 
family is living in a rental home 
in Holland, and the completion
of the house will dramatically 
cut down on the couple’s travel 
time to work in Grand Rapids, 
Fleischmann said.
Engineering students will 
volunteer toconstruct a majority 
of the house under the direct 
supervision of professionals, 
Fleischmann said. Students 
in her “Heat Transfer” class 
will have the opportunity to 
apply their knowledge in a 
real-life setting, she explained. 
Seniors working on their 
final engineering projects are 
expected to get involved, she 
added.
“Students will understand 
every aspect of how this 
house will be put together,” 
Fleischmann said. “The project 
is entirely voluntary, and 
whatever students can give is 
worthwhile in the community. 
... I don’t want any of them 
missing classes.”
In addition to students 
contributing hands-on labor 
to the project, students 
involved in the marketing 
program will design brochures 
to communicate with other 
homes in the neighborhood, 
Fleischmann said. The 
Collegiate Entrepreneurs’ 
Organization will assist in fund 
raising the project, she added.
The six-bedroom, 2,468- 
square foot house, dubbed the 
“Green House on Watson,” will 
be certified under the U.S. Green 
Building Council’s Leadership 
in Energy and Environmental 
Design program.
According to a press release, 
the house will be made out
of effective nine-inch thick 
insulated concrete walls, air­
tight solid windows and an attic 
with heating demands that are 
less than half the demand of an 
average custom-built home. A 
high-efficiency furnace, low- 
flow faucets and toilets further 
reduce demand, and to top 
it off, solar hot water panels 
and solar electrical panels will 
enable the house to capture 
much of its energy from the 
sun.
“The structure has a really 
superior thermal envelope.” 
Fleischmann said. “Nothing 
will be able to get in or out of 
the walls, and they are entirely 
fireproof.”
Throughout April and 
May. the exterior framing and 
“skin” of the house will be 
constructed, Fleischmann said. 
Roofing and siding will follow, 
she added.
Remote sensors within the 
house, on the solar panels 
and walls for example, will 
provide statistics for use in 
other educational settings, 
including engineering and 
elementary schools, and with 
professionals in the building 
industry. The family has also 
agreed to provide copies of 
their gas, electric and water 
bills for statistical purposes.
The “Green House on 
Watson" may find a spot in the 
fall parade for the Grand Rapids 
Home Builders Association.
Dick Tremmot, general 
manager of Westown Jubilee 
Housing, could not be reached 
for comment as of press time.
64th Street Townhouses ( t 
< .• -.-in iov'; 1 >>4th A.r Allendale
• 1 'V •' V > •• 1 “ Two W to r \ .
• .:•• -.s; \ • • ; ji' » d:' •»-. " O-.t i- ts. WdVr. So - T
‘A ; k it j ‘d/in. c *o t'U’.;, servi>_r
$925 $ 1300/month 10 month leases 3 person maximum
616-988-8889
COME CHECK US OUT!!!!
A4
GRAND VALLEY LANTHORN 
Monday, April 3, 2006 OPINION editor! a I®I a n thorn, com
#ranb #allep Hantfjorn
The student-run newspaper of Grand Valley State University
Alan Ingram 
Jenna Caiiesso 
Angela Harris 
Shawn Zalewski 
Jayson Bussa 
Jennifer Hoewe 
John Faarup
Editor In Chief 
Managing Editor 
News Editor 
Assistant News Editor 
Sports Editor 
Laker Life Editor 
A&E Editor
Together for a 
cause
While the university community should 
be commended for joining forces for 
Rock Against Rape, it needs to exercise 
that same passion for other important 
issues.
On Friday night. Grand Valley State University students 
fought pouring rain to come together to raise awareness for 
sexual assault — an issue that is rarely talked about publicly. 
The sponsors of the event, which included Eyes Wide Open, 
Sigma Kappa and Sigma Phi Epsilon, deserve praise from 
other campus organizations and GVSU administrators 
and staff for their desire to bring an important issue to the 
forefront of campus discussion and awareness.
Similarly, everyone who attended the event should be 
commended for their dedication to the cause. Their decision 
to spend even a little bit of time under the tent in Lot H 
shows that members of this community are willing to team 
up to achieve a common goal, regardless of how popular the 
issue is to discuss.
That same passion that drew hundreds of people out in 
the rain should also further the discussion of other important 
and frequently divisive or controversial issues. For example, 
rather than just hold meetings about the recent acts of 
intolerance on campus, student organizations should work 
with GVSU administrators to hold an event where the 
community can stand together against such hateful behavior.
This Thursday, university members will rally against the 
acts of intolerance at the Cook Carillon Tower at 6:30 p.m. 
Events like this, which encourage discussion and dialogue 
in a non-lecture setting, provide opportunities for students to 
make change in the campus community.
One of the reasons Rock Against Rape is successful is 
because it combines entertainment, students and a common 
theme — something that does not happen enough on 
campus. If the university hopes to stimulate discussion and 
raise awareness about important issues, it needs to host an 
event that will allow students to participate and have fun, 
not just force them to listen.
“It is our mission to raise awareness of rape in an 
untraditional way here at GVSU... Rock Against 
Rape isn ’/ something you do once a year, but
something you have to practice everyday. ”
Andrea Wellman
Student organizer for Rock Against Rape
GVL STUDENT OPINION
This week the Grand Valley Lanthorn asked four community members:
What do you think of the attention given to sexual assault 
and domestic violence in the Grand Valley community?
“I’m not sure how much 
it happens around here, 
but it’s a good to keep 
the issue in the public 
eye.”
Matt McKernan 
Senior
Political Science
“I think it's really good 
that they put a lot of 
information out there 
for the campus to be 
aware of. ”
Britani Kindle
Freshman
Broadcasting
“Rock Against Rape is 
the only thing I’ve ever 
noticed. The campus 
might want to pay more 
attention to it. ”
Elizabeth Schaub 
Junior
Advertising and Public 
Relations
“It's a good thing as 
long as they tell all of 
the facts and not cause 
panic among students."
Jill Hoersten 
Senior
Chminal Justice
Activism through entertainment
acousticBy Brian Perry
GVL Columnist
1 do not remember which 
fantasy movie put it into my 
head, but in July of 2001.1 held 
certain expectations about my 
college expenence.
1 thought that around every 
comer 1 would find hippies 
fighting for causes they believe 
in. I thought every student 
was given a tie-dyed shirt, a 
bandanna, a hackie sack and 
hallucinogens on the first day 
of class. I expected riots, 
protests and rallies to occupy 
more of my time than classes 
did.
For the most part. I have not 
participated in activities like 
these. Now, four weeks before 
graduation. Grand Valley State 
University has finally met my 
original expectations. Rock 
Against Rape is what college is
all about.
A couple hundred young 
activists came together for 
a good cause. Though they 
are not hippies. They are 
“change the world” people, 
who believed their presence 
could help solve a major social 
problem. After the hate that 
Uxik place on our campus, and 
the sexual assault that allegedly 
took place on Duke’s campus, 
we need more problem solvers. 
I always expected this would 
be a regular occurrence on my 
(and every) college campus.
After cycling through the 
packed tent, I made my way 
to the circle of social workers. 
These beautiful young people 
are already solving problems, 
so they were right at home.
Down the Line exceeded 
my expectations. When you 
are surrounded by hippies who 
want to change the world, you 
need acoustic guitars. The
guitar, to me, 
is the official 
sound of 
activism.
Down 
the Line 
featured an 
acoustic 
guitar player, 
a djembe 
drum player and a dude who 
played mandolin, violin and 
harmonica.
All three of them sang, 
though the shaggy-haired ones 
sang more than the clean-cut 
one. They sang songs about 
singing songs. The drum player 
head-banged like a rock star. 
Mandolin solos broke out after 
sing-along choruses. White boy 
activists in Abercrombie sang 
along.
The event was organized 
brilliantly. Those in charge 
know that prevention begins
with awareness, so information 
was abundant. Handouts 
of all shapes are sizes were 
distributed along with glow 
stick bracelets and free pizza. 
Visual artists painted and 
created collages to further 
develop awareness about this 
important topic. A fundraiser 
was held, so activists could 
put their money where their 
mouths were. And they did.
The event raised more than 
twice as much money as last 
year, according to an organizer 
who spoke after Down the Line 
left the stage.
Was I wrong to expect that 
higher education leads to this 
type of activism? Should I be 
less disappointed that it rarely 
does? Maybe recent events 
will lead to more activities like 
R(*'k Against Rape. We are 
here to learn, but we should 
be learning more than how to 
make money.
Look for Alexander Gray’s column on the Web! 
www.lanthorn.com
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II not be tolerated on GVSU's campusHate wi
By Oliver Wilson
Dean of the
Office of Multicultural Affairs
In recent months. Grand 
Valley State University has 
expenenced incidents of hate on 
campus that jeopardize not only 
the people at whom they were 
directed, but the entire campus 
community. These incidents of 
hate were directed at individuals 
because of their race and sexual 
orientation. Tolerating such 
incidents creates a climate of 
indifference that undermines our 
community.
I call on you — students, 
faculty and staff — to show 
your concern for the students 
who have been targets of hate, 
and to challenge publicly its 
presence on campus. There is no 
doubt that institutions of higher 
learning should be bastions of 
free expression, places for the 
robust exchange of ideas. There 
is a clear distinction, however, 
between free speech and hate 
crime.
The campus rally on 
Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Cook Carillon Tower (Allendale
Campus) will promote dialogue 
and discussion about these 
issues, both for healing and for 
action. The rally is built on the 
firm ideal that every individual 
at GVSU must be granted full 
participation in campus life, 
regardless of the diversity that 
defines them. No policy or 
sanction alone, however, can 
make this a reality. As citizens 
of the campus community, each 
of us plays a role in addressing 
issues of intolerance.
Last month, this nation lost 
a phenomenal woman dubbed 
as the “mother of the civil rights 
movement". Her name is Coretta 
Scott-King. We all know that she 
was the wife of Dr. Reverend 
Martin Luther King, Jr., the Civil 
Rights leader and Nobel Peace 
Prize laureate assassinated by the 
very hate he preached against.
Dr. King was a courageous man 
who gave his life for us all. For 
his efforts, he was stoned, spat 
at and imprisoned Today, we 
recognize King’s legacy as a 
national holiday that celebrates 
the idea of his dream. It is, I 
believe, on the basis of this ideal 
and dream that we as Americans
tell the world we are ‘civilized’.
Did King’s family sacrifice 
really make a difference? Have 
we changed as people? Or, 
have we simply changed the 
law? I believe you can legislate 
conduct, but you cannot legislate 
the hearts of individuals. I 
was not a part of the great civil 
rights movement. However.
I have benefited from some 
of its successful impacts. As 
an alumni of the University 
of Wyoming. I still struggle 
with the images of a young 
undergraduate student being 
beaten and left to die in the 
bitter unforgiving cold harsh 
winter of Laramie. Wyoming. 
Matthew Shepard was beaten 
to death and tied to a fence post 
because of his sexual orientation. 
That senseless taking of a life 
still shakes me to my very core. 
The worst part was that the 
perpetrators were his colleagues.
How different were the 
people who murdered Matthew 
Shepard from the students at 
the University of Alabama- 
Birmingham and Birmingham 
Southern College, who were 
arrested last week for the string
of church burnings in that state? 
They say that those with no 
sense of history or of the past are 
doomed to repeat history, having 
learned nothing from it.
The work that we need to 
do in addressing these incidents 
is in direct relation to the 
mission and values of our Grand 
Valley State University. The 
University exists to “educate 
students to shape their lives, 
their professions, and their 
societies.” And in doing so. it 
values diversity and community 
as means to further its mission. 
We cannot let these incidents in 
our community go unchallenged 
To do so suggests that we are 
paralyzed by inaction and quite 
simply don’t care.
There are many individual 
ways to actively make a 
difference including confronting 
issues of hate when you see 
them, participating in programs 
that bring voice to various 
viewpoints, taking a diversity- 
related course, etc. However, 
our history has shown us that it 
is also important to find ways to 
make a difference communally, 
through collective action.
Therefore, 1 hope you will attend 
the rally on Thursday at 6:30 
p.m. at the Cook Carillon Tower 
(Allendale Campus). The slogan 
for the rally is “Hate: Not On 
Our Campus.”
The ultimate goal of the 
Grand Valley Lanthorn opinion 
page is to stimulate discussion 
and action on topics of interest to 
the Grand Valley Community.
The Grand Valley I urn thorn 
welcomes reader viewpoints and 
offers three vehiclesofexpression 
for reader opinions: letters to the 
editor, guest columns and phone 
responses.
Ijetters must include 
the author’s name and be 
accompanied by current picture 
identification if dropped off in 
person. Ijetters will be checked 
by an employee of the Grand 
Valley Lanthorn
letters appear as space 
permits each issue The limit for 
letter length is one page, single
“We must learn to live 
together as sisters and brothers 
or perish together as fools.” 
-Martin Luther King, Jr.
spaced.
The editor reserves the right 
to edit and condense letters and 
columns for length restrictions 
and clarity.
All letters must be typed.
The Grand Valley lanthorn 
will not be held responsible for 
errors that appear in print as a 
result of transcribing handwritten 
letters or e-mail typographic 
errors.
The name of the author is 
usually published but may be 
withheld for compelling reasons.
The content, information 
and views expressed are not 
approved by nor necessarily 
represent those of the university, 
its Board of Trustees, officers, 
faculty and staff
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College students need not avoid fancy attire
By Melissa Eisenberg
Badger Herald (U. Wisconsin)
MADISON, Wis - What 
ever happened to that “little 
black dress?”
As the weather gets warmer 
and we shed our winter skin, we 
are able to dress up a little more. 
There is no salt or snow on the 
streets, so we can liberate the 
fabulous pumps that have been 
hibernating in our closets for the 
past season.
In warm weather, dresses 
are genius. They are one-piece 
ensembles that zip up as easily 
as they come off.
Some of us got a taste of this 
delicacy while partying it up on 
spring break. For all those who 
were unable to break out, spring 
will soon be here to enjoy.
One of the best ways to 
welcome the season is through
finding a great dress to dazzle 
in.
Interestingly, a trend that 
has caught my attention is why 
young women do not dress up 
more. It is understandable that 
during the school week students 
worry more about upcoming 
tests that looking absolutely 
fab, but is the college realm too 
relaxed?
Times have changed from 
the creation of the original 
Chanel black dress. Women 
have become more liberated 
and less pressured by society to 
"dress like a lady.” I definitely 
appreciate the societal norm 
allowing me to roll into class 
with sweats on, but I feel like 
our generation is simply missing 
something.
Although I hate to say it, 
that something is class. Not 
your 8:50 lecture, but rather 
proper taste in dress. Many
college students wear what is 
comfortable to them, usually 
excluding a nice dress or blazer. 
It seems almost deviant. Our 
parents made us dress up for 
special occasions, and since 
beginning college, we have 
explored the freedom of not 
being told what to do (or what 
to wear).
This freedom also comes 
from us not having to work a 
9-5 in working attire. Why dress 
up now when you will have to 
in a “real” job? “Live in the 
moment,” my roommate tells 
me, as he throws on the same T- 
shirt he wore yesterday. I guess 
we do have that added pressure 
after college to grow up, in both 
our professional and fashion 
lives.
Although it may hang over 
our heads, it is not a definitive 
reason why we cannot look 
and feel our best. Like getting
dressed for a job interview, we 
want to impress. Whether it is 
the internship of a lifetime or 
a job to keep your parents off 
your back, we want the rest 
of the population to take us 
seriously.
Beyond the job search, we 
students aie judged by our 
elders based on what we wear. 
Of course they are going to 
think our shorts are too short 
and we wear too much makeup. 
It is their job to be critical of the 
people who will eventually take 
over.
Aside from our fashion 
responsibilities to others, what 
about to ourselves? I personally 
feel like I can take on the world 
when I have a great pair of 
heels and a comfortable, chic 
dress on. This world may be the 
Madison bar scene or yuppie 
bars in South Beach — it does 
not matter.
Through my little black 
dress, I exhibit my high 
standards of fashion and feel 
beautiful. I look to Audrey, 
Grace and Marilyn as strong, 
confident women who dressed 
up not only because they were 
famous, but also because they 
appreciated the perks of being 
female.
What bothers me is that 
dressing up can also carry 
status stereotypes. Dating from 
forever ago, dressing up was 
a luxury that only the high 
status members of society could 
exhibit.
In today’s world, there are 
ample opportunities for a person 
of any status to look their 
best. We have access to these 
luxuries, yet they still may carry 
connotations from the past.
This is extremely unfortunate 
because it can hold us back from 
expressing ourselves. Many
people dress down because they 
do not want to look like they are 
trying too hard or be viewed as 
"better” than another person. It 
is obvious that a girl in a dress is 
not "better" than a girl wearing 
jeans.
I am calling for a re-birth of 
old-school style, not societal 
norms. Everyone has reasons 
why they dress the way they do. 
There was a reason why Chanel 
made that little black dress. She 
did not come from the upper 
class but wanted every woman 
to feel beautiful. As Christian 
Dior put it, “With a black 
pullover and ten rows of pearls, 
she revolutionized fashion.”
Do not judge the "little black 
dresses” of our time, embrace 
them. They can offer a whole 
lot more to our personal style 
and journey to adulthood than 
dressing monotonously.
Overworked children may burn out
By Aaron Kaplan
Michigan Daily (U. Michigan)
ANN ARBOR. Mich.
— Many of us are familiar 
with the prototypical over­
scheduled child, that mainstay 
of suburban satire who started 
cello lessons before she 
learned how to crawl, took her 
first PSAT prep class when she 
was 12 and spent last summer 
leading a starving-child rescue 
team in Mali. All this, of 
course, was forced on her by 
her overbearing parents, who 
worried that an insufficiently 
rigorous fifth-grade program 
might jeopardize little 
Ashley’s chances at Stanford 
and, inexorably, lead her to a 
career at McDonald’s.
Much has been said about 
the problems associated 
with children’s hectic lives
— nobody plays outside 
anymore, people do not read 
for pleasure, etc. — and I 
share these laments. There is 
one possible benefit, though
— maybe society’s high 
expectations for its children 
are resulting in a generation of 
highly organized, responsible 
people who are used to 
achieving adult levels of 
excellence at extremely young 
ages. Have today’s young 
people already turned into 
their parents?
Actually, nothing could be 
further from the truth. Another 
dominant cultural trend, also 
exhaustively studied and 
lampooned, is how these 
highly impressive children, 
after earning their Emory 
or Washington University 
degrees, are taking a sharp 
turn off the road to adulthood. 
Ashley might jump at the 
opportunity to spend her junior 
year (or, since this is 2006, 
her third of about five) on an 
archaeological dig. but by the 
time she is 28, she probably 
still will not have a permanent 
job.
And. if she is like 63 
percent of 2004’s college 
graduates, she is planning to 
live with her parents. Dave 
Barry once wrote that while 
the Greatest Generation could 
lay claim to weathering the 
Great Depression, winning 
World War II and making 
America the richest and 
most powerful country 
the world has ever seen, 
the Baby Boomers have 
managed only one significant 
accomplishment — they 
didn’t move back in with their 
parents. Well, today’s young 
adults have not been able to 
match the Boomers’ record.
Clearly, something is 
happening to us between the 
nothing-is-more-important- 
than-getting-into-Duke stage 
and the nothing-is-more- 
important-than-living-it- 
up stage. Even our most 
successful young people 
seem to value childhood more 
than adulthood. Why does 
Matchbox Twenty want the 
real world to just stop hassling 
me? Why does John Mayer, 
wishing he was six again, want 
his life to be more like 1983?
There has to be a reason 
why people who are 
committed achievers when 
they are 14 shun commitment 
and achievement when they 
are 24. Possibly, with modern 
childhood not resembling 
an extended idyll nearly as 
much as a taxing slog to the 
next status symbol, youths 
are getting burned out way
too early. If childhood no 
longer features freedom from 
an often bewildering array of 
responsibilities, maybe young 
adults are simply searching for 
the peaceful time they did not 
get to enjoy when they were 
12.
But privileged adult- 
olescents trying to perfect 
childhood at 25 are only part 
of the story. Satire aside, 
society tends to approve of 
overzealous, Yale-centric 
parenting. Once the kids 
leave college, though, 
society also tends to approve 
of protracted, 13-to-30 
adolescence. Sure, there is 
plenty of hand-wringing about 
the irresponsibility involved 
in leading “Sex and the City” 
lifestyles, but that is as far as 
it goes. This tacit approval 
must stem at least in part from 
the fact that young adults prop 
up the economy by purchasing 
tremendous amounts of stuff, 
but I hope that is not the whole 
story.
If society wanted to 
encourage 22-year-olds to 
embark expeditiously on a 
career, get married and have 
children, there would be large 
subsidies for law, medical 
and business school tuition, 
benefits for hiring graduates 
of American universities 
instead of outsourcing jobs, 
and expanded child tax credits 
large enough to actually make 
a dent in the substantial costs 
of raising large families.
A pro-responsibility agenda
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would certainly include high 
school and college classes on 
budgeting, intelligent use of 
credit, how taxes work and the 
power of compound interest. It 
would also discourage parents 
from enabling their adult 
children’s excessive live-for- 
today behavior by bailing them 
out repeatedly.
Personally, I think society 
is on the wrong path in both 
areas — I’d prefer that the 
social norm were a less 
hectic childhood and a more 
traditional adulthood. At 
the very least, we need to 
figure out how to live a more 
balanced life at both 14 and 
24. because the prevailing 
winds at both ages are 
unhealthy.
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Dear Editor,
The letter from Tadas 
Kasputis, printed in the March 
27 edition of the Lanthorn, 
while distasteful enough 
on the point to which it is 
addressed, speaks to a larger 
problem on this campus.
Kasputis writes to decry 
the drag show that was
performed on campus, angry 
not only that Grand Valley 
allowed the event, but that the 
Lanthorn covered it. He calls 
it a “disgusting and ridiculous 
spectacle.” Kasputis seems 
to be saying that the mere 
act of a man dressing as a 
woman is a debasing and 
“intolerable activity.” To me, 
it smacks of misogyny to lash
out so stridently on such a 
topic. Who is being hurt by 
a drag show, anyway? Are 
we to infer by this that a man 
dressing as a woman becomes 
less of a man, less of a person, 
because he opts the dress of 
a purportedly inferior sex?
Are women so far beneath 
men that to appear as one is to 
become something disgusting 
and unworthy? I hope not, but 
that’s certainly how it sounds 
from Kasputis’s letter.
What is the basis for his 
objection? He clearly draws 
upon moral and religious 
guidelines to make his point, 
but from where does he draw 
such vitriol against a few 
guys wearing dresses? Is there 
some long-lost letter from St. 
Paul to the Tailors of which 1 
am unaware, which explains 
that to wear leggings without 
an inseam is an abomination
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in the eyes of the Lord? 
Enlighten me, please. I’d 
really like to know.
Kasputis concluded with 
a horrified complaint about 
the venue for the drag show. 
"(N)ot the Cook-DcWitt 
center, a place commonly 
used for worship.” My God! 
These sickening hedonists 
used the campus chapel as 
the site for their “heinous,” 
ungodly displays? Oops, 1 
forgot — I’m not attending 
Calvin College. This is Grand 
Valley STATE University, 
which means that this is a 
p-u-b-l-i-c school. The Cook- 
DeWitt Center has many uses, 
not all of them religious. The 
University’s job is not to 
enforce standards of religious 
dogma. That is the province of 
countries like Iran and Saudi 
Arabia or the Vatican.
Kasputis appeals to the 
views of Cardinal Newman, 
whom he says would be 
“appalled and deeply 
dissatisfied” by such a 
display. Well, perhaps he 
would be. 1 guess it’s a good 
thing that we aren’t at a 
Catholic school, or that would 
be a real problem. I don’t 
want to be held in thrall by 
the dogmatic machinations 
of a religious school, which 
is why I came to a public 
school in the first place.
It seems fraudulent to me 
that conservative Christians 
complain so bitterly about 
public universities. They’ve 
got other options — Hope, 
Calvin and Cornerstone.
Grand Valley is the only area
state university. Why can’t 
I be entitled to attend such 
a school in peace? If people 
want to have a more ascetic 
university experience, and 
their faith is profoundly 
unhinged by the sight of 
men dressing up as women, 
then they should go to a 
religious school - such people 
are spoiled for options.
Don’t try to force GVSU to 
become another one. Many 
of us actually like the idea 
of multiculturalism, in all 
its thorny forms, and enjoy 
the opportunity to interact 
with a wide range of people 
from divergent backgrounds, 
which, so the brochures tell 
me, is one of the points of the 
whole collegiate experience.
Believe it or not, I get 
upset when I see giant 
crosses on posters in the 
Kirkhof Center, advertising 
this and that. As an agnostic 
homosexual student, I find 
the overt displays of Christian 
conservatism on campus to be 
disruptive to my educational 
experience. They make me 
feel unwelcome, since I know 
(from personal experience) 
that such groups don’t believe 
that I should have equal 
rights, or perhaps even exist.
I don’t like feeling excluded 
and loathed, simply because 
of my religious persuasions 
and the sort of people with 
whom I fall in love. When 
Christian groups decided 
that National Coming Out 
Day was an excellent time to 
proselytize about the moral 
bankruptcy of homosexuals,
1 was disheartened, and 
again felt unwelcome on my 
own college campus. But, 
to paraphrase Voltatre — "I 
may disagree with you, sir, 
but I will defend to the death 
your right to be an ass." In 
other words, we all have the 
right, in this non-theocratic 
democracy, to say our say. 
However, 1 have the right 
to disagree with the views 
of fundamentalists, and 
they have no right to try 
to force me to live by their 
standards and values. THIS 
IS AMERICA. Religion is 
not to be suppressed by the 
state, but neither is it to be 
rammed down the throats of 
people who don’t buy into 
it. If Christian conservatives 
are right and I’m wrong, then 
they’re going to Heaven and 
I’m doomed to an eternity in 
the fiery pit. Isn’t that enough 
of a validation for them - why 
do they have to try to make 
my life on Earth miserable, 
too? Is it possibly a surprise 
to anyone that someone like 
me could become depressed, 
even suicidal, surrounded 
by people so desperately 
afraid of anything different 
from them and their beliefs, 
people so hating of anyone 
who doesn’t live by their 
worldview? I came to Grand 
Valley hoping to learn, to 
gain a good education, and to 
interact with a range of people 
bonded together by the shared 
experience of university life.
I never thought that a public 
university could be the site 
of such rampant prejudice 
and intolerance for anything 
different. The strength of 
our society is forged through 
the melding of its disparate 
elements, with each group 
bringing its own unique 
experiences and reinforcing 
the whole. America is not, and 
never has been, a monolithic 
society. To attempt to force 
it become one is to invite 
a disastrous unraveling of 
all that has made us strong 
and unique. We do not have 
to all agree, and I never 
will agree with the views of 
fundamentalists, but I will 
respect their right to hold 
their views and live their 
lives by their standards. Why 
cannot I be granted to the 
same freedom?
From another deeply 
concerned student (but for 
different reasons),
Jason Klinger
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In memory: Amanda Miralrio carries a portrait of Cesar Chavez next to guest speaker Magdaleno Rose-Avila. Students and staff silently marched Friday 
afternoon from the Zumberge Library to the Grand River Room of the Kirkhof Center during the Cesar Chavez Celebration put on by the Latino Student Union. 
Rose-Avila worked with Chavez in the past and continues to be an activist in the civil rights movement.
A celebration of Chavez
Events to teach safe sex education
By Jennifer Hoewe
CVL Laker Life Editor
Kicking off with their 1.000 
Condom Giveaway, several 
students will pass out condoms 
and information on safe sex to their 
peers.
Preventing sexually transmitted 
diseases, promoting protected 
sex, and providing resources for 
assistance, members of Voices for 
Healthy Choices and Students for 
Life will host their annual Fire and 
Ice Week beginning today.
“One of our primary beliefs 
is that the solution to abortion is 
education, not eliminating choice,” 
said Kendra Monville, Grand 
Valley State University senior and 
Secretary and Web site Ccxirdinator 
of VFHC. “Because of this, we 
host events that promote sexual 
health and safety at the same time 
as educating about choice.”
Attached to each condom, 
Monville said her organization will 
distribute information regarding 
protected sex.
“When we hand out the 
condoms, we attach things such as 
index cards with facts on them." she 
added. “We also have our Web site 
posted on many of our handouts 
now so that students can find out 
more information.”
The goal of Fire and Ice Week
is to create awareness campus­
wide about pro-life and pro-choice 
issues, Monville said. She added the 
events serve to inform students of 
both sides to help every individual 
establish their own beliefs.
“This week is also an opportunity 
to show the community that though 
our groups are on opposite sides of 
this topic, we can come together 
and support each other." she said.
Monville said throughout the 
week she and the other members of 
VFHC will promote the spread of 
education about sexual activity.
“We want students to be 
educated and to make educated 
choices,” she added. “We also want 
them to be informed, that way if a 
friend approaches them on an issue, 
they can help that friend as well.”
GVSU senior and Vice 
President of VFHC Sara Waalkes 
said she hopes the information 
given to students will encourage 
safe sex and prevent contractions 
of sexually transmitted infections.
VFHC will promote the use of 
birth control during Fire and Ice 
Week to show students that abortion 
never has to be a consideration. 
Waalkes said.
“We want it (abortion) to 
remain legal, but if people are 
being smart and careful, there will 
be less unplanned pregnancies, 
ami therefore less people will need
to resort to using abortion,” she 
added.
Through the facts distributed, 
VFHC wants students to decide 
whether they are pro-life or pro- 
choice, Waalkes said.
“Lots of people don’t have 
a stance on reproductive rights, 
so it’s important to inform them 
because our rights are constantly 
under attack from the conservative 
religious right,” she said.
Monville added that bringing 
the GVSU campus’ liberal voices 
to light will benefit those who 
feel silenced by the generally 
conservative West Michigan 
population.
“By having events dealing with 
more liberal issues, I hope that other 
liberal students will feel that they 
can speak up and that their voice 
can and will be heard, and not only 
on this issue,” she said.
The week’s events will 
also feature the ,1,000 Condom 
Giveaway Contest, which gives 
students the opportunity to create 
a performance about a pro-choice 
issue. VFHC will also host the Sex 
Olympics and speaker Reverend 
Doug Van Donen on Thursday at 
5 and 6 p.m. respectively, in the 
Kirkhof Center
A representative from Students 
for Life could not be contacted for 
comment as of press time
Cultural diversity 
exposed in GVSU 
fashion show
By Elbisa Hodzic
CVL Staff Writer
Audience members applauded 
as Gmnd Valley State University 
models presented summer 
fashion while walking the runway 
Saturday night in the Kirkhof 
Center.
Sponsored by the Student 
African American Brotherhood 
and Public Relations Student 
Sixiety of America, the Summer 
Madness Fashion Show 
exhibited a Middle Eastern theme 
through decorations, said event 
coordinator Arielle Totty.
Thirty models presented seven 
categories with 20 females and 
11 males wearing the clothes 
provided by stores including 
Younkers, the Men’s Wearhouse, 
Little Bohemia and Venito, Totty 
said.
“I wanted to emphasize on the 
importance of diversity, and that’s 
why all the models were diverse,” 
she said.
Totty added she was pleased 
with the outcome and support 
she received from the local Grand 
Rapids businesses that provided 
the clothes and make-up for 
models.
“I was not anticipating having 
more than 250 students but more 
than 4<X) showed up,” Totty said. 
The fashion show displayed 
seven different categories of style 
with the addition of three new 
categories including hip-hop. 
evening wear and casual wear, 
she said.
As the GVSU models 
exchanged their outfits. Sultana 
Dancers entrained audience 
members.
“The Sultana Dancers are 
internationally-known performers 
who have entertained audiences
in the United States. Canada and 
the Caribbean.” Totty said.
The group was trained in 
different styles of Middle Eastern 
Dance, with its energetic style and 
grace as its trademark, she added.
GVSU student, coordinator 
and co-sponsor of the event 
Lynsey Roumell said she wanted 
to do something unique for her 
fellow students by hosting the 
fashion show. She added she also 
wanted to create increased cultural 
awareness through tlie event.
The show was a part of Laker 
Late Night and began with a 
mocktail hour, Roumell said. The 
mocktails took place immediately 
before the Middle Eastern cultural 
influence was presented, she 
said.
GVSU freshman Ashley 
Holloway said the urban and 
punk wear categories attracted 
her most.
“All the models seemed 
professional and the show was 
organized well,” Holloway 
added.
GVSU student Chelsea Boji 
said the models expressed a 
professional attitude, and the 
evening wear seemed the most 
attractive.
“If GVSU offers this fashion 
show next year, I definitely plan 
on attending,” she said.
Pamella Stoelzle. parent 
of GVSU student and model 
Alexandra Stoelzle, said all the 
models showed their budding 
talents as professional models. 
She added her daughter and the 
other models began practicing for 
the show two months in advance.
Because of the show’s large 
attendance this year, Totty said 
she plans to make the Summer 
Madness Fashion Show an annual 
GVSU event.
LSU hosts a week of 
events dedicated to the 
accomplishments of 
Cesar Chavez
By Matt Marn
GVL Staff Writer
When Cesar Chavez saw 
injustice in the workplace, he 
rose to the challenge by uniting 
oppressed workers, forming a 
labor union, and taking steps 
to install equality in the world 
around him. Now, he is known and 
respected by many Grand Valley 
State University students as a great 
and influential leader.
Throughout the past week, 
GVSU students gathered around 
campus to commemorate Chavez’s 
accomplishments through Cesar 
Chavez Week, which included a 
Wednesday night candlelight vigil 
and ofrenda.
“This is to commemorate Cesar 
Chavez,” said Assistant Director 
of the Office of Multicultural 
Affairs Sandra Femandez-Tardani. 
“Hispanics commemorate loved 
ones by building an altar, an 
offering.”
The ofrenda altar contained 
many items important to the person 
being commemorated, including 
flowers, candles and images of the
Virgin Mary.
"It is very spiritual,” Femandez- 
Tardani said. “It is like a way of 
inviting the person. It is a way of 
communicating, trying to connect 
with the spirit.”
She added that through this 
event, students can see how 
Hispanics commemorate other 
people and how they express love 
for someone who was important to 
them.
“Try to accept other cultures 
and understand their issues,” 
Femandez-Tardani said. “What is 
beautiful about a diverse university 
is it lets you understand more 
about the world, more about other 
cultures.”
GVSU senior and President 
of Latino Student Union Melissa 
Flores said her organization puts 
on the event annually, but it has 
never this big.
“We knew it would be an 
educational experience and at 
the same time, a way to honor 
Chavez,” Flores said. “I want 
students to know what it means 
to honor someone and remember 
them for the good they did. It is a 
big part of Mexican culture, a big 
part of their values.”
Chavez had a huge impact 
on civil rights, she said. The 
celebration was a way for all 
students to remember their
heritage, she added.
“Chavez helps me identify 
myself,” Flores said. “Over the 
past few years ... I have come to 
realize more about me and where 
my life is now.”
GVSU sophomore Amanda 
Miralrio said Cesar Chavez Week 
was about remembering Chavez 
and the changes he made.
“The significance behind it is to 
remember a loved one,” Miralrio 
said. “At the same time, we are 
showing a piece of Mexican 
culture.”
.She added Chavez made large 
contributions to society and his 
people.
"He struggled for human rights, 
for people who didn’t have a voice, 
and united them,” Miralrio said. 
“You don’t have to be Hispanic to 
appreciate that.”
Thursday’s reception invited 
twin guest speakers, Joaquin and 
Julian Castro, to talk at GVSU. 
Joaquin is a State Representative 
from Texas, while Julian is a civil 
litigation attorney.
The lessons Chavez taught 
are important because now a new 
generation of Americans can 
live closer to the country’s ideal 
functioning level, Joaquin said.
“Chavez has been a great 
inspiration as to what’s possible,” 
he added. "He had so little, but
was able to accomplish so much. It 
makes you believe in possibility.”
There arecertain Americans who 
have stood out and demonstrated 
true American values. Julian said.
“For us, the significance is 
Chavez showed us this country 
can be better; we can live up to 
the expectations on the pages of 
the Constitution,” he added. "We 
have an obligation to follow in the 
footsteps of Chavez and make this 
a better country.”
Chavez is a role model and 
inspiration for many Americans, 
Julian said.
"No matter your skin color or 
background, if you hold to your 
ideals, you can make this country 
better,” he added.
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A fashion 
frenzy
Thirty models worked the runway in Kirkhof on Saturday 
in clothing provided by stores including Younk^rs, the 
Men's Wearhouse, Little Bohemia and Venito.
The event was sponsored by the Student African 
American Brotherhood and the Public Relations Student 
Society of America.
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The Grand Valley State University 
baseball team battled it out against 
Michigan State University on 
Wednesday in a nine-inning game, 
which was mote than the seven 
innings it usually plays. While the 
Lakers batted around live runs in 
the extended affair, they fell to the 
Spartans on the road by a score of 
14-5.
7
The baseball team of Grand Valley 
State University only put up seven 
runs in its two games this weekend, 
but that was all the defense needed 
to record two conference wins 
agauist Saginaw Valley State 
University. The Lakers defeated the 
Cardinals by scores of 5-3 and 2-0.
4
This weekend, the softball teams 
of Grand Valley State University 
saw action in four games in only 
two days. The Lakers squared off in 
doubleheaders against conference 
foes Northwood (Friday) and 
Saginaw Valley State (Saturday) 
universities. The Lakers won only 
one of their four games.
3
The Grand Valley State University 
softball team was caught in a 
defensive battle against Northwood 
University this weekend as it 
dropped a pair of conference 
games. The Lakers only put up 
three combined runs in their two 
games while NU posted seven.
6o6
The Laker men’s golf team 
captured a second place finish at 
the Bellarmine Invitational this 
weekend in Louisville, Ky. The 
Lakers finished with a team score 
of 606, just one point behind 
the winner Northern Kentucky 
University.
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Heading for home: Freshman Nichole Woltyra runs through bases after 
hitting the ball during the home game on March 18 against Lake Superior 
State University.
Softball slump continues
By Matt Pickel
GVL Staff Writer
The Grand Valley State 
University softball team lost 
three out of four games of 
its Great Lakes Conference 
season opener last weekend, 
with the first two coming 
in a doubleheader against 
Northwood University by 
scores of 2-1 and 5-2.
The Lakers stranded seven 
players on base, only combined 
for seven hits, and were out- 
scored by four runs.
“We didn’t hit as well as 
we’d like,” said head coach 
Doug Woods. “We had runners 
in scoring position, but we just 
could not get the key hit at the 
right time to get them in.”
Northwood jumped out to 
an early lead in game two, 
scoring two runs in the first 
and one in the second. GVSU 
tried to come back, scoring one 
run in the third, but Northwood 
added two more, which put the 
game out of reach.
Sophomore second basemen 
Kristin Moleski went 1-4 with 
a double and shortstop Nicole 
Woityra, a freshman, added 
two hits. The Laker defense 
committed three errors, and 
sophomore starting pitcher 
Stephanie Cole gave up eight 
hits as the Lakers extended 
their losing streak to two 
games.
Woods said he hoped 
Saturday’s outcome against 
Saginaw Valley State 
University would be better.
“We’d like to bounce after 
losing the first two league 
games,” Woods said.
The Lakers were able 
to take one of two games 
against SVSU, shutting out 
the Cardinals in game one, 
winning 2-0 and losing 4-3 a 
tight game two that took nine 
innings to determine a winner.
Woods said he believes 
that although they had a rough 
weekend, they are still up to 
par with the other teams in the 
league.
“Hopefully the hitting will
keep coming along, and we 
can get some hits at opportune 
times," Woods said. "We didn’t 
get the breaks at the right 
times. As far as the league 
goes, we’ll be even with the 
other teams.”
He added that although it is 
nice to play at home, the fact 
that all four games were on the 
road this weekend was not a 
factor in the score, and people 
cannot use that as an excuse.
Woods said he knows the 
team will have to work hard in 
practice to get ready for a busy 
week.
“We’ve got a few things 
to go over,” he said. “We’ll 
practice on Monday, then we 
have a game Tuesday at home 
against Cornerstone, then 
Thursday we’re away at St. Joe 
(College), then up at Ferris on 
Saturday, so it’s sort of a big 
week.”
The Lakers are now 14-12 
overall and 1-3 in the GL1AC. 
They are hitting .275 as a 
team.
Making a name for themselves
Siblings Josh and Jaida 
Bourke leave GVSU as 
national champions in 
their respective sports
By Sarah Hawley
GVL Staff Writer
The big game against Gannon 
University was set for 6 p.m. on 
Saturday, Sept. 3. Former Laker 
Curt Anes made an appearance on 
campus with his No. 7 jersey on 
sale at the bookstore.
Jaida Bourke bought one to 
support a role model of her own 
— her big brother.
Bourke added a number five 
to the seven and painted her face 
with Laker colors before heading 
to the game. Her older brother Josh 
Bourke was an offensive tackle for 
the Grand Valley State University 
fcxitball team and wore jersey No. 
75.
The siblings came to GVSU at 
different times, but the experience 
as a leaker would not have been the 
same without the other, they both 
agreed.
“Going to school with Josh has 
been a great experience because 
he looked out for me growing up,” 
Jaida said. “It made Grand Valley 
more like home.”
Josh was making life a bit easier 
for Jaida. but dealt w ith an injury 
on the field going into his senior 
season. He already had National 
Championship experience and All- 
American honors, but suffered a 
knee injury. GVSU football head 
coach Chuck Martin said he was 
proud of how Josh fought through 
the injury to suit up for his senior 
year.
“What could’ve been a huge 
negative turned into a positive and 
allowed him to materialize more,” 
Martin said.
On the basketball court, Jaida 
found her niche with the Lakers.
She pulled on the uniform as center 
and played in 27 games last season. 
Then, when the women’s basketball 
team played Gannon at home this 
year, she shut down a post player 
nobody else could handle, said 
head coach Dawn Plitzuweit. Jaida 
went in and solved the problem, 
she added.
"Her minutes may not have 
been long all the time,” Plitzuweit 
said. "But they were good minutes, 
and that exemplifies a senior.”
Both Josh and Jaida will leave 
their respective sports with National 
Titles. GVSU fixitball took its third 
title during the 2005 season and 
women’s basketball claimed its 
first-ever title just more than one 
week ago.
Josh teased Jaida about 
football's titles, especially when 
after the leakers took their third 
championship. After his last game 
as a senior as part on the best team
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Stealing a glance: )osh Bourke takes a break during a Fall 2005 football game
CVL Archive / Mat! Butterfield
Taking home the title: laida Bourke (right) and Ju'ia Braseth (left) celebrate 
after winning their Final Four game against Chico State University in FHot 
Springs, Ark., on March 23.
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Lining up the hit: lunior |eff Carrero prepares to swing for Grand Valley State 
University during the double header aganist Saganaw Valley State University.
Lakers take two from Cardinals
GVSU wins a pair of 
two-run games against 
rival Saginaw Valley State 
University
By Brandon Watson
GVL Staff Writer
Grand Valley State 
University’s baseball team 
lost 14-5 to Michigan State 
University on Wednesday, 
giving the team a season- 
high three-game losing streak. 
However, it looked to rebound 
with the season opener on 
Saturday.
The Lakers did just that, 
getting back on the right track 
by sweeping the Cardinals 
of Saginaw Valley State 
University to end their losing 
streak.
The pair of wins brings 
the Lakers’ Great Lakes 
Conference record to 4-2 and
overall record to 17-6.
In the first game, the 
Cardinals grabbed control 
early as they took a 2-1 lead 
into the bottom half of the sixth 
inning. Then the wheels fell 
off as the Lakers scored four 
runs on four hits, highlighted 
by the leadoff home run by 
senior Nick Sandy, which was 
his third of the season. Junior 
Lee VanStreain had an RBI 
double, and junior Dan Skirka 
added an RBI single in the 
fourth as well.
The Lakers managed to 
score five runs on only seven 
hits, while the pitching and 
defense held the Cardinals 
to just three runs on 12 hits, 
winning the game 5-3.
Senior Jeremy Dow notched 
the win for the Lakers, tossing 
six innings and scattering 11 
hits, while striking out three 
Cardinal batters. The win 
improves his mark to 4-0 on 
the season. Redshirt freshman
David Bowman tallied the 
save, which was the first of his 
career.
In the nightcap, it was the 
same story for the Lakers, as 
they won with pitching and 
defense. 2-0.
Senior Grant Payton went 
the distance for the Lakers, 
striking out five Cardinal 
batters as he threw a shutout. 
The Cardinals managed to 
scatter three hits off Payton, 
who improved his record to 5- 
0 with the win.
Junior Spud McKenzie 
knocked home the Lakers’ 
first run in the bottom-half of 
the third inning, scoring junior 
Jeff Carrero, who had singled 
to right, and then stole second 
base. McKenzie also stole 
second base, but was stranded 
there as the Lakers’ inning 
came to an end.
GVSU scored again in the
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Track team splits for meets
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Clearing the bar: Junior Meredith DeVries high jumps during the Grand Rapids Championships on Saturday
The GVSU track and field team 
competes in the Grand Rapids 
Open and Stanford meets
By Ross Anderson
GVL Staff Writer
The Laker track team may not have 
raced in its regular positions, but it scored 
a result it was familiar with.
Last Saturday, most of the Lakers 
competed in the Grand Rapids Open at 
Houseman Field, while the rest were at 
Stanford University for a different meet. At 
the Stanford meet, the coaching staff put its 
runners and throwers in different events to 
give the them experience and added training 
for their primary events.
The Lakers faced off against other local 
teams such as Aquinas and Hope colleges, 
as well as Northwood University in Grand 
Rapids. It was also one of Grand Valley
State University’s first outdoor races.
Junior Bryan Boeve moved up events, 
switching from his usual 800-meter run to 
the 1500-meter run. which he won with a 
time of 4 minutes, 6.74 seconds. Boeve ran 
with another competitor for the first part of 
the race before kicking it in at the end, said 
Ray Williams, assistant coach.
Sophomore Brandi Murrell also took 
home the 1500 for the women with a time 
of 4:52.16.
Both the men and women won the 
4X400-meter relay, with the men taking the 
top two spots.
Williams said there were a lot of athletes, 
like Boeve. that did different events than 
what they are used to.
“A lot of people completed in what we 
call ‘off-events,’” Williams said. “With the 
first outdoor track meet and the weather, 
it wasn’t ideal for fast times. We did it to 
cross train the runners a little bit, just to mix 
it up a little bit.”
Despite athletes performing in what they 
consider off-events, there were many more 
top performances from the Lakers.
The men’s 4X 100-meter relay won 
in 42.22 seconds, which was more than a 
second faster than the second place finishers 
from Aquinas College.
Sophomore Garron Lucius took second 
in the 200-meter with a time of 22.27 
seconds. Sophomore Mary Bogner threw 
the shot 39 feet for the victory, and Heather 
VanderSlik cleared 5-04 to take home 
the women's high jump title while junior 
Meredith DeVries finished third with 5-02.
The Lakers also took the javelin throw, 
which is not an indoor event, with senior 
Lindsey Jacob w inning with a throw of 112- 
10 and junior Mike Stowe taking fourth on 
the men’s side with a throw of 154-0.
“It’s early, not great conditions, but 
when the heat comes out, we’re going to 
run some great times,” Williams said. “And 
as the season progresses, and as we back
off on training. I’m excited to see what we 
can do.”
Not only are the Lakers looking forward 
to warmer weather, but also to the bigger 
outdoor tracks which have wider turns, as 
opposed to indoor tracks. Williams said.
The Grand Rapids meet will be the 
only home one for the Lakers, Williams 
said. There are no meets scheduled at 
Lubbers Stadium this year after pieces were 
accidentally tom out of the track during 
snow removal for the football season late 
last fall.
The Lakers still have a few close-to- 
home meets slated on the schedule.
Next weekend, the Lakers will send 
a squad to Ferris State University for the 
Bulldog Invitational, while another squad 
will be sent down to Cougar Classic at 
Southern Illinois University-Edwardsville. 
They also will complete at the Western 
Michigan University Invitational on April 
22.
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By Bill Selles
GVL Staff Writer
Down 
13 points 
with only 
38 seconds 
left, the Colts 
were in dire 
circumstances.
Only a late 
touchdown 
and an onside 
kick would 
give them 
any chance of victory. The 
competition: three-time 
champion New England 
Patriots. Manning to Harrison 
in the comer of the end zone, 
touchdown!
After recovering the onside 
kick with only 21 seconds left, 
the Colts were down to their 
final set of downs. Manning 
dropped for a three-step drop 
and hit a streaking Reggie 
Wayne across the middle at 
the eight-yard-line, and three 
seconds later he was dancing in 
the end zone.
With that, my former 
roommate threw down his 
controller in disgust, and I 
danced around our South B 
apartment with my hand in the 
air. This was just one of many 
last second comebacks he and 
I staged against one another in 
Madden 2(X)5. While we’re far 
from pro athletes, sports video 
games are a chance for us to 
“settle things on the field” and 
get all the bragging rights until 
the next showdown.
Many college students fill 
their days with substitutes to 
learning. Whether it is online 
poker. Facebook.com or 
something else, students can find 
several forms of escape from 
homework However, one of the 
most popular divergences from 
studying is still video games. For 
gamers, the sports genre is still 
as popular as ever. Just ask John 
Madden, whose namesake was 
featured on the most popular 
NFL games since 1991. Madden 
NFL 2(X)4 became the best­
selling classic sports game ever, 
grossing 4.08 million copies.
For those who cannot get 
their fix on the gridiron, video 
games are as diverse as the 
sports themselves. The biggest 
developer. EA Sports, produces
some of the most popular and 
successful games each year.
Titles such as Madden NFL. 
March Madness, Tiger Woods 
Golf, FIFA Soccer NBA Live 
and MVP Baseball are just a 
few of the titles EA produces 
annually. While the games are 
essentially the same, producers 
are sure to include all of the 
updated rosters, statistics and 
some vital gameplay changes to 
keep things fresh.
Games for the most recent 
generation of consoles are now 
more expensive than ever. A 
new copy of Madden or Tiger 
Woods Golf can cost anywhere 
from $50 to $60, depending on 
the point of purchase. While 
college students are often tight 
on money, outlets such as eBay, 
Froogle (a google company) and 
Vidiots (located near the Pew 
campus) allow students to pick 
up their favorite titles at lower 
prices.
A relatively new feature 
included in most video games is 
a franchise mode. This allows 
for the development of a new 
team from perennial underdogs 
to world champions during the 
course of a few seasons.
Computer-generated 
artificial intelligence has also 
developed greatly during the 
past few years. Older versions of 
popular sports games often left 
gamers without a single-player 
challenge. Scores of 133-3 were 
often possible with early editions 
of Madden NFL or NCAA 
Football. Increased levels of 
difficulty produce more even 
scores and greater challenges.
For those not partial to the 
“major” sports. Activision 
produces the ever-popular Tony 
Hawk series. The series, which 
follows professional skater Tony 
Hawk and includes many other 
licensed skaters, has gained 
incredibly popularity since its 
original development in 1999.
As long as professors assign 
semester-long projects and give 
two weeks notice for homework, 
students will always fill in any 
voids of time with distractions. 
Whether it he the prospect of a 
new high score, a franchise in 
its third season or the challenge 
from a cocky roommate, sports 
video games offer a great outlet 
for college students.
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Men's golf takes second
The men’s golf team of 
Grand Valley State University 
uxtk second place this weekend 
at the Bellamune University 
Invitational in Louisville, Ky. 
The Lakers also finished up 
action last night in the Great 
Lakes Region Invitational No. 2 
in Perry Park, Ky.
The Lakers amassed 606 
team points in the Bellarmine 
Invitational, only one stroke 
behind Northern Kentucky 
University, who took the two- 
round tournament with 605 
points. The third place team 
was Bellarmine University with 
630.
Four Lakers landed in the top 
ten as individuals. Junior Steve 
Larson was the scoring leader 
for the Lakers as he finished in 
third place overall with a final 
score of 149. Larson shot round 
scores of 76 and 73.
Fifth and six place finishers 
for the Lakers were sophomore 
Tony Mango, sophomore Josh 
Orler and junior Kyle Murphy. 
Mango finished with a score of 
152, good enough to put him in 
fifth place overall while Orler 
landed in a tie for sixth place 
with Murphy with a 154.
Senior Jacob Hamilton 
rounded out team scoring in 
16th place overall with a score 
of 158.
Baseball and softball race 
for GLIAC title
Early in the conference^ 
season, both the baseball and 
softball teams of Grand Valley 
State University are (loafing 
near the top of the pack in the 
Great Lakes Conference.
The baseball team sits 
just below the first place seat, 
which is currently taken by- 
Wayne State University. The 
Lakers are knotted in the second 
place position with Ashland 
University.
In softball, an unbeaten 
Northwood University squad is' 
sitting at the top of the conference 
with GVSU looking to make 
up ground from its spot in the 
middle of the standings. Some 
early season conference losses 
have put the Lakers three games 
out of the leading spot, knotted 
with such teams as Saginaw' 
Valley State University.
Baseball in action on 
Wednesday
With four games played on 
the weekend, the Grand Valley 
State University baseball team 
continues its strenuous schedule 
on Wednesday as they travel' 
to Midland, Mich., to take on 
Northwood University in a mid­
week doubleheader.
Northwood is a team running 
in the middle of the pack of 
the Great Lakes Conference, 
as GVSU is threatening to. 
challenge the competition for 
the top spot. The first game is 
scheduled for 2 p.m., pending 
the weather, and the second 
game is slated for a 5 p.m. start 
time.
Women's golf pauses 
action
After competing in the 
Northern Kentucky Invitational 
last weekend, the women's golf 
team of Grand Valley State 
University will take another long 
break away from competition.
The Lakers will not return td 
the links until April 14-15 whetf 
they travel to Urbana. Ill., for the 
Illini Spring Gassic hosted by 
the University of Illinois.
The last taste of action 
the team had came on March 
26 at the Northern Kentucky 
Invitational where the Lakers 
placed fourth with a team score 
of 631. GVSU’s Enid Gage 
and Rachel McHenry both led 
scoring for the Lakers in the 
competition with scores of 156.
Tennis in action today
The men's tennis team of 
Grand Valley State University 
will take on conference 
competitors Wayne State 
University this afternoon 
after dropping a match to 
local foes Aquinas College on 
Wednesday.
The Lakers suffered a 5-4 
loss against Aquinas at Orchard 
Hills Racket Gub. The loss came 
after two consecutive conference 
wins against Lake Superior 
State University and Michigan 
Technological University.
The Lakers are set to take 
action at noon at Ramblewood 
Country Gub in Grandville, 
which is considered their home 
court this year.
i
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Authorities find black box, 
retrieve bodies of plane- 
crash victims near Rio de 
Janeiro
RIO DE JANEIRO. Brazil 
(AP) — Emergency workers on 
Saturday recovered the flight- 
data recorder and the bodies of 
19 people who died when their 
plane exploded on impact in a 
crash in a mountainous region 
outside Rio de Janeiro.
Remains of the victims were 
brought to the city 's morgue for 
identification. Only four people 
had been identified by Saturday 
night, said Roger Ancillotti, the 
morgue director.
The LET 410 double­
propeller plane owned by the 
local airline TEAM, which was 
carrying 17 passengers and two 
crew, crashed Friday night in a 
remote area near Saquarema. 
some 60 miles east of Rio. 
The cause of the crash was not 
immediately known.
The aircraft disappeared 
from radar about 20 minutes 
after leaving the city of Macae, 
110 miles east of Rio de Janeiro, 
said Roni Alberto de Azevedo. 
a spokesman with the Rio de 
Janeiro State Civil Defense 
Department
Soyuz rocket docks with 
space station
KOROLYOV, Russia (AP) 
— A Soyuz capsule docked with 
the international space station 
Saturday, bringing Brazil's 
first astronaut, a new Russian- 
American crew and a fresh 
load of supplies, equipment and 
experiments.
Two days after blasting off 
from the Baikonur cosmodrome 
in Kazakhstan, the TMA-8 
capsule arrived at the orbiting 
station and latched on just 
after 8:19 a.m. (11:19 p.m. 
EST Friday), guided into place 
automatically by computers on 
the capsule and on the station.
Dozens of Brazilian. 
American and Russian officials 
fell into hushed silence at 
Russia’s Mission Control Center 
in Korolyov, outside Moscow, 
as the capsule neared the station, 
tlien broke into applause when 
contact was made.
“Well, gentlemen. I 
congratulate you," a Mission 
Control announcer said.
“This is the international 
space station. The train does 
not go any further, please leave 
the cars.” he said, imitating the 
announcement made at the end 
of each line on the Moscow 
subway system.
Scandinavia's first baby 
gorilla bom at Swedish zoo
STOCKHOLM, Sweden 
(AP) — A baby gorilla was bom 
at Sweden’s largest zoo Saturday, 
becoming the first gonlla bom in 
Scandinavia, officials said.
The gender of the baby ape 
was unknown, as keepers at 
the Kolmarden zoo had yet to 
approach its mother, Naomi.
“Naomi is acting just like she 
is supposed to; she is keeping 
the baby close and the little 
gorilla baby appears to be doing 
fine,” said animal keeper Lena 
Mellqvist.
. Only about five to 10 gorillas 
are bom in captivity around the 
work! each year, the park said. 
The Kolmarden zoo has housed 
gorillas for more than 40 years, 
but none has given birth before.
Park officials said they will 
hold a contest to name the baby.
Pilgrims begin arriving at 
Vatican to mark anniversary 
of John Paul ll's death
VATICAN CITY (AP) 
— Pilgrims began arriving in 
Rome on Saturday to mark the 
first anniversary of Pope John 
Paul ITs death, praying by his 
tomb and preparing for a Sunday 
evening vigil in St Peter's 
Square to commemorate the 
exact moment of his passing.
The Polish Embassy to 
the Holy See said it expected 
some 10,000 citizens of John 
Paul’s homeland to participate 
in the Vatican’s anniversary 
commemorations, which also 
include a Mass on Monday 
celebrated by Pope Benedict 
XVI. The city said it was 
expecting between 100.000 and 
150,000 pilgrims.
John Paul died April 2 in 
his apartment in the Vatican’s 
Apostolic Palace.
Quakes devastate Iran
The Iranian government has not said if the 
U.S. aid offer will be accepted or rejected
By Ali Akbar Dari ini
Associated Press Writer
TEHRAN, Iran (AP) - Italy 
and Russia sent planeloads of 
tents, blankets and other supplies 
Saturday to help 21,(XX) Iranian 
families left homeless by three 
strong earthquakes that hit in quick 
succession, killing 70 people.
But Iran’s government remained 
silent on whether it would accept 
an American offer of aid amid 
heightened tensions between the 
two nations over Iran’s nuclear 
program.
Iranian authorities were rushing 
temporary shelter to thousands of 
victims in towns and villages in 
western Iran, where residents were 
sleeping outside in the chilly spring 
night, fearful of returning even to 
homes that survived the quakes late 
Thursday and Friday.
Some 21,(XX) families were 
homeless in 330 villages that were 
damaged or flatted by the quakes, 
said the provincial head of the 
Unexpected Disaster Committee. 
Ali Barani, as quoted by the state 
news agency IRNA.
But Iranian authorities signaled 
that they only needed limited 
outside help — in contrast to a more 
devastating 2003 earthquake that 
hit the southeastern city of Bam. 
killing 26,000 people. After that 
disaster. Iran accepted considerable 
international aid. including from 
the United States. Interior Ministry 
spokesman Mojtaba Mirabdollahi 
told. The Associated Press late 
Saturday that “all the survivors 
have received adequate protection 
and operations prov iding temporary 
accommodation is now over.”
The quake did not destroy 
roads, making it easier for officials 
to quickly get aid to the damaged 
communities near tlie quakes’ 
epicenters, 210 miles southwest of 
Tehran. Mirabdollahi said.
The immediate challenge now 
for the authorities was to continue 
providing sufficient food and 
drinking water to the survivors.
Still. Iran appeared to have 
accepted help from its close ally, 
Russia, and Italy.
An Illushin-76 Russian plane 
carrying 4,(XX) blankets, 100 large 
tents and a number of electric heaters
— a total of 29 tons of equipment
— left Russia for Iran, though 
Moscow scrapped plans to send 
rescuers and medical workers after 
Tehran said they were not needed, 
the official Islamic Republic News 
Agency reported.
Italy also sent a plane 
carrying ftxxl, blankets and other 
humanitarian aid Saturday, IRNA 
said.
But Mirabdollahi and other 
officials would not comment on 
the American offer, and there 
was no official announcement by 
the Iranian government whether 
the U.S. aid had been rejected or 
accepted.
President Bush made the 
offer on Friday, which included 
temporary housing for 1(X),000 
people, blankets, plastic sheeting, 
water and $150 .(XX) in cash 
assistance. Undersecretary of 
State Nicholas Bums telephoned 
Iran’s ambassador to the United 
Nations, who promised a reply after 
conferring with his government, the 
State Department said. The gesture 
came despite increasing animosity 
between Washington and Tehran. 
The United States has led the 
fight at the U.N. Security Council 
to bring sanctions against Iran 
over its nuclear program, saying 
Tehran intends to develop nuclear 
weapons. Iran says it only aims to 
generate electricity.
In the earthquake-hit zone 
around Boroujerd and Doroud, 
two industrial cities in western 
Iran, residents began moving into 
temporary shelter provided by the 
government.
The first quake hit Thursday 
night, with a magnitude of 4.7. 
Police in Boroujerd and Doroud 
toured the streets with loudspeakers 
urging people to leave their homes. 
Within hours two more quakes 
shtxik the region with magnitudes 
of 5.1 and 6.1. Rescue workers 
pulled the bodies of 70 dead and 
about 1.200 survivors from the 
rubble of houses in the region.
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Mourning the repercussions: Women who lost relatives in Friday's earthquake mourn at the devastated village of Khalegh 
Ali, 300 miles (500 km) southwest of the capital Tehran, Iran, on Saturday. Earthquakes and aftershocks rattled western 
Iran one after another, flattening villages and sending frightened homeowners into the streets. By morning, 70 people were 
dead, 1,200 wounded, and thousands homeless.
Carroll lands in Germany 
on way home from Iraq
Calls from Sept. 11 
provide new look at 
chaos in twin towers
By Matt Moore
Asstxiated Press Writer
RAMSTEIN AIR BASE, 
Germany (AP) — Protected by 
the U.S. military and far from 
the country where she had been 
held hostage. Jill Carroll strongly 
disavowed statements she had 
made during captivity in Iraq and 
shortly after her release, saying 
Saturday she had been repeatedly 
threatened
In a video, recorded before she 
was freed and posted by her captors 
on an Islamist Web site. Carroll 
spoke out against the U.S. military 
presence. But in a statement 
Sanmday. she said the recording 
was made under threat. Her editor 
has said three men were pointing 
guns at her at the time
"During my last night in 
captivity, my captors forced me to 
participate in a pmpagamla video.
They told me I would be released 
if I cooperated. I was living in a 
threatening environment, under 
their control, and wanted to go 
home alive. So I agreed.” she said 
in a statement read by her editor in 
Boston.
Carroll arrived in Germany 
on Saturday on a U.S. military 
transport plane on her way back to 
the United States. The 28-year-old 
journalist — a freelancer for the 
Boston-based Christian Science 
Monitor — was seized Jan. 7 in 
western Baghdad by gunmen who 
killed her Iraqi translator. She 
was dropped off Thursday — 82 
days later — at an office of the 
Iraqi Islamic Party, a Sunni Arab 
organization, and later escorted by 
the U.S. military to the Green Zone, 
the fortified compound in Baghdad 
protecting the U.S. embassy and 
other facilities.
She left Balad Air Base near
Baghdad on Saturday on a plane 
also carrying several wounded 
soldiers. Carroll smiled and peered 
with bemusement through the 
cockpit window at the dozens of 
television cameras.
“I’m happy to be here." she 
said to Col. Kurt Lohide. the U.S. 
officer who greeted her.
It was unclear precisely when 
Carroll would arrive. According to 
Richard Walsh, a spokesman for 
the Massachusetts Port Authority.
In her statement. Canoll thanked 
those who had helped secure her 
release and said she wanted time to 
recover.
“This has been a taxing 12 
weeks for me and for my family." 
she said. “Please allow us some 
quiet time alone, together ”
Associated Press writers Jay 
Lindsay and Brandie Jefferson in 
Boston contributed to this report.
By Amy Wlsteeldt
Associated Press Writer
NEW YORK (AP) - 
Emergency operators listening 
to trapped callers’ heartbreaking 
pleas from the burning World 
Trade Center repeatedly said 
help was on the way while 
they struggled with crashing 
computers, utter confusion and 
their own emotions, several 
hours of 911 calls released 
Friday show.
In releasing the 130 calls, city 
officials edited out the voices 
of those who sought help. But 
the police and fire dispatchers 
often repeated the callers’ words, 
reflecting the fear and chaos of 
the morning of Sept. 11,2001.
The first call came seconds 
after terrorists flew a hijacked 
jetliner into the north tower of 
the trade center at 8:46 a.m. A 
second plane struck the south 
tower 17 minutes later, and by 
10:28 both towers had collapsed, 
leaving 2,749 people dead.
Dispatchers assured thecallers 
— most of them on floors above 
the burning plane wreckage — 
that help was coming, or already 
there. In many cases, they had 
little to offer but compassion. 
“OK. ma’am. All right,” a fire 
dispatcher told a caller at 9:05 
a.m., two minutes after the 
second tower was hit. “Well, 
everyfxxly is there now. We’re 
trying to rescue everybody. 
OK?’
Twelve minutes later, another 
dispatcher told a frantic caller 
trapped on the 105th flcxrr of the 
south tower to instruct people to 
put wet towels over their mouths, 
lie on the floor and not open the 
windows.
“We are trying to get up there, 
sir. Like you said, the stairs arc 
collapsed. OK?” the dispatcher 
said. “I know it’s hard to breathe. 
I know it is.”
The transcripts and nearly
nine hours of audio recordings 
were released after The New 
York Times and relatives of Sept.
11 victims sued to get them. As a 
result, the transcripts held long 
blank spaces where the callers' 
words would have appeared.
Sirens screamed in the 
background as the callers 
pleaded for help. Although there 
were no voices, their desperation 
was evident in heavy, audible 
breathing on the other end of the 
operators’ calls. “If you feel like 
your life is in danger, do what you 
must do. OK?’ one dispatcher 
told a caller at 9:02 a.m., just a 
minute before the second plane 
hit. “I can’t give you any more 
advice than that.”
The comment was typical of 
the frustration that came through 
amid the calm professionalism.
“All right, we have quite a 
few calls,” said a fire operator.
“I know,” said a police 
operator. “Jesus Christ.”
Many dispatchers complained 
about computers failing in the 
chaos.
“Oh goodness. Hold on a 
second, because we are so backed 
up here.” a fire dispatcher told 
one caller. “Because we have so 
much information on here, that 
our computers are down. OKT’
In the background of 
another call made from the 
105th floor of the north tower 
at 9:17 a.m . a public address 
announcement could be heard in 
the background: “We aware of it 
down here. The condition seems 
to have subsided.”
“Are they still standing?” one 
dispatcher asked at 10:15 a.m.. 
16 minutes after the south tower 
collapsed. “The World Trade 
Center is there, right?’
Associated Press Writers 
Frank Eltman, Tom Hays. 
Nahal Toosi, David B. Caruso 
and Shaya Tayefe Mohajer 
contributed to this report.
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Minutemen kick off return engagement in Arizona
AP Photo i Khampha Bouaphanh
Keeping watch: Minuteman Vic Roman, of Tucson, Ariz., looks for illegal immigrants in Pima County near Three Points, 
Ariz., on Saturday. Minuteman volunteers concerned about the continued flow of illegal immigrants across the border from 
Mexico gathered Saturday with lawn chairs, binoculars and cell phones for a new monthlong campaign aimed at raising 
public awareness of the issue.
By Arthur H. Rotstein
Associated Press Writer
THREE POINTS, Ariz. (AP) - 
Minuteman volunteers concerned 
about the continued flow of illegal 
immigrants across the border 
from Mexico gathered Saturday 
with lawn chairs, binoculars and 
cell phones for a new monthlong 
campaign aimed at raising public 
awareness of the issue.
A year after their first watch- 
and-report operation along the 
border in southeastern Arizona, 
members of the Minuteman Civil 
Defense Corps embarked on a 
much larger effort in the busy 
migrant-smuggling corridor.
“I’m concerned about what’s 
not being done by the government 
— hasn’t been done for ages, 
apparently,” said J. Glenn Sorensen, 
a retired school administrator now 
living in Flagstaff.
Sorensen, who was not involved 
with the Minutemen last year, said 
he thinks the organization has 
accomplished part of its intended 
purpose already, “to draw national 
attention to an insecure border. I 
don’t think anybody wants to close 
the border — I certainly don’t.
Basically, I think they need to be 
secure.”
At a rally kicking oft the effort 
at a remote southern Arizona ranch 
Saturday afternoon, politicians 
and activists opposing illegal 
immigration gave fiery speeches 
calling for more border control.
At least 200 mostly older men 
and women heard more than a half- 
dozen speakers praise their efforts 
and call the Minutemen heroes.
Don Goldwater, a Republican 
candidate for Arizona governor, 
said he had a message for President 
Bush.
“Build us that wall — now!” 
Goldwater said, referring to a 
measure that would add 700 miles 
of fences along the border. He 
promised that if elected, he would 
put illegal immigrants in a tent 
city on the border and use their 
labor to build the wall. Goldwater 
is a nephew of the late Sen. Barry 
Goldwater.
Each month, thousands of illegal 
immigrants cross into Arizona. So 
far this fiscal year, which began 
Oct. 1, agents have caught more 
than 48,000 in the area staked out 
this weekend, up 53 percent from 
the same period a year earlier. 
Chris Simcox, the Minuteman
group’s national leader, said tour 
watering stations placed by the 
group Humane Borders to keep 
migrants from dying in the desert 
will be among the sites under 
surveillance. Last year, more than 
400 people died trying to cross 
the desert, many from dehydration 
or heat exposure, according to the 
U.S. Border Patrol.
“We watch them all the time,” 
Simcox said of the water stations. 
“It’s a great place to report illegal 
activities.”
President Bush and Mexican 
President Vicente Fox support a so- 
called guest worker program that 
would allow illegal immigrants 
already holding jobs in the U.S. to 
stay.
The Minutemen arriving 
Saturday, south of Tucson plan to 
patrol private ranch property about 
30 miles north of the border.
Along with their binoculars, cell 
phones and radios, a number wore 
side arms.
Although last year’s patrols 
were nonviolent and disciplined, 
there are still concerns about having 
armed groups in a busy trafficking 
area, Gus Soto, a Border Patrol 
spokesman, said last week.
U.S. military helicopter crashes during air patrol
By Qassim Abdul-Zahra
Associated Press Writer
BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) — A 
U.S. military helicopter crashed 
Saturday dunng a “combat air 
patrol” southwest of Baghdad, 
but the status of the crew was 
unknown, according to the 
American command.
Meanwhile, pressure mounted 
on Prime Minister Ibrahim al- 
Jaafari to step aside as the Shiite 
bloc’s nominee for a second term, 
with some fellow Shiites uiging him 
to withdraw to break the deadlock 
over a new government amid 
increasing sectarian violence.
A U.S. statement said the 
helicopter went down about 
5:30 p.m. dunng a combat patrol 
southwest of the capital but gave 
no further details, except to say that 
the fate of the crew was unknown. 
The statement did not identify the 
type of helicopter.
It was the first loss of a U.S. 
helicopter since three of them 
crashed in a 10-day penod in 
January, killing a total of 18 
American military personnel. At 
least two of the helicopters were 
shot down.
The U.S. command also said a 
Manne was killed Friday dunng 
combat operations in Anbar 
province west of the capital. The 
Marine’s death brought the number 
of members of the U.S. military 
who have died since the Iraq war 
started in March 2(X)3 to at least 
2.328, according to an Associated 
Press count. The violence came as 
U.S. officials expressed increasing 
impatience with the slow pace of 
government talks following the 
Dec. 15 elections.
U.S. Ambassador Zalmay 
Khalilzad urged the Iraqis to 
speed up the process to prevent the 
country from sliding into civil war.
“This government needs to 
have a good program to govern
from the center, and needs good 
ministers who are competent. Iraq 
is bleeding while they are moving 
at a very slow pace,” he said.
At least 22 people were killed 
Saturday in fresh violence in 
Baghdad and Basra, Iraq’s two 
largest cities. Six others — all Shiite 
men — died Friday evening when 
gunmen opened fire on a minibus 
near Balad Ruz, 45 miles northeast 
of Baghdad, said Mohammed 
Maarouf, the town’s mayor.
U.S. officials believe formation 
of a government of national unity 
would be a major step toward 
calming the insurgency and 
restoring order three years after the 
U.S.-led invasion toppled Saddam 
Hussein. That would enable the 
U.S. and its coalition partners to 
begin withdrawing troops.
But talks among Iraqi political 
leaders have bogged down, 
prompting Sunni Arab and Kurdish 
politicians to call for al-Jaafari’s 
replacement. The Shiites get first
crack at the prime minister's job 
because they are the largest bloc in 
parliament.
Dawoud later said four major 
parties within the Shiite alliance 
had agreed to “reconsider” al- 
Jaafari’s nomination. But Jawad 
al-Maliki, a member of the prime 
minister’s Dawa party, insisted 
to Al-Arabiya television that the 
alliance “is united in its position” 
and “is backing its candidate," 
meaning al-Jaafari.
Tension between the rival Shiite 
and Sunni Muslim communities 
escalated following the Feb. 
22 bombing of a Shiite shrine 
in Samarra and reprisal attacks 
on Sunni mosques and clerics 
in Baghdad. Basra and other 
religiously mixed cities.
On Saturday, gunmen killed 
three ice cream vendors in 
Baghdad’s southern neighborhood 
of Dora, while a butcher and his 
son were killed and another son 
was wounded in east Baghdad,
AP Photo / Hadi Mi than
Searching the scene: Iraqi policeman pick through the rubble after a mortar 
attack hit a house on Saturday in central Baghdad, Iraq. U.S. officials 
are pressing the deadlocked Iraqi politicians to move quickly to set up a 
government to curb the increasing violence.
police said.
West of Baghdad, U.S. and 
Iraqi troops killed three suspected 
insurgents, including a woman, and 
captured three others Saturday in 
an operation in Amiriyah in Anbar 
province, the U.S. military said.
Associated Press writers Bushra 
Juhi, Sameer N. Yacoub. Mariam 
Fam and Sinan Salaheddin in 
Baghdad contributed to this report.
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BOURKE
continued from page B1
in the nation for Division II, 
Josh told Jaida to “get one already,” 
she said.
“We were always so competitive 
growing up,” Jaida said. “So we 
(the basketball team) had to get this 
one.”
Now that she too is a national 
champion, she said she is excited to 
be on the same page as Josh.
“I’m happy for her that she 
got to go out on top,” Josh said. 
“Although now I can’t tease her.”
Josh was involved in several 
sports in high school, which pushed 
Jaida to become involved as well, 
said Margo Bourke, their mother. 
Jaida wanted to excel because of all 
of the attention he got, she added.
Jaida's path to college sports 
stemmed from Josh as well, w hether 
it was playing soccer or football in 
the backyard at home in Windsor. 
Canada. Jaida would go into the 
house crying a lot of the time, and it 
made her tougher. Josh said.
“I’d never go easier on her,” 
Josh said. "That’s for sure.”
Josh completed his double major 
in marketing and management 
in December 2005. Jaida will 
complete her pre-medical degree
in April, just in time to walk in 
the graduation ceremony with her 
brother.
“Not only are they athletes, but 
they got a good education as well," 
Margo said.
The focus after graduation will 
shift to new goals and new dreams. 
Josh has trained for the past few 
months in Chicago, at Western 
Michigan University and Michigan 
State University in preparation for 
the National Football League. He 
registered for the draft and will wait 
for the final results.
Jaida filled out medical school 
applications and is now waiting for 
the results as well. She has already 
been accepted to one school in 
Maryland.
“That’s my little sister.” Josh 
said.
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4 Bedroom units 
still available
Some units include
all utilities
DSL available in ALL units!
Visit us on the web @ GVTownhouses.com
Starting at $250 per person
Walk out townhouses with patio 
Washers & Dryers in every unit 
Less than 2 miles from campus
Call 895-4001
BASEBALL
continued from page B1
bottom-half of the fourth 
inning. Sandy led off the 
inning by drawing a walk, 
and redshirt freshman Casey 
Robrahn hit a line drive at 
the third basemen, giving the 
Lakers runners on first and 
third with one out. VanStreain 
singled home Sandy to put the 
Lakers up for good at 2-0.
No errors were committed 
in either game by either team. 
However, SVSU left 12 men on
base, which ultimately decided 
the team’s fate. GVSU left 14 
men on base.
VanStreain finished the 
day by going 3-6 with two 
runs batted in. McKenzie also 
knocked in two runs.
GVSU will continue 
in GLIAC play this week 
with a doubleheader against 
Northwood University on 
Wednesday. The Lakers will 
also host Gannon for four 
games this weekend, with 
doubleheaders on Saturday 
and Sunday.
LOOK NO MORE!!!
We spec tali/*3 m college housing and hav* over SO houses 
m the Greater Grand Rapids area From W.»lkef to East Grand Rapids to 
Eastown to Kentwood we have a'l totally remodeled homes that P IT 
today s student1 Are you tired of overpriced cramped campus housing 
or ’00 yr old homes with ouirageous utility bills, poor parking and etc >
GO VISIT OUR HOMES ON-UNE AND APPLY TODAYl!!
WWW.AMERICAN-REALTY.NET
GVSU STUDENTS & STAFF--
There's a NEW store downtown for school.
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$0.93
1/2" View tinder, White Avery Mi liter, 4 rack HP S6 Ink Cartridge, Hack Maiell CD R'l, 100 Pack
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B5MARKETPLACE GRAND VALLEY LANTHORN
Monday, Afxil 3, 2006
www.Lanthorn.com
It s worth every penny
100 Commons
331-2460
Calls taken 9-4, M-F
Fax:331-2465
Allendale campus.
Credit cards accepted.
FREQUENCY COMMERCIAL DEPTS./NON-PROFIT
2 Issue min. $0.50/word $0.45/word
3 - 4 Issues $0.45/word $0.40/word
5+ Issues $0.40/word $0.35/word
• $10 MINIMUM CHARGE PER INSERTION FOR NON-STUDENTS
Student/Organizations $4.00 per insertion up to 20 words, $0.25 for each additional word.
Deadlines: Noon Friday for Monday, Noon Tuesday for Thursday
Marketplace, where you can:
your messages 
Buy and sell 
Wish a friend a happy 
Profess your*^^
Find a jufJJ or a roommate 
And make lots of EL&-J
ANNOUNCEMENTS BIRTHDAYS HOUSING HOUSING HOUSING MISCELLANEOUS
Pregnant? Worried? Awesome 
Options offers free and confi­
dential pregnancy testing/op­
tions advising. In Jenison. 
across from Meijer and Fazoli’s. 
Mondays: 12-9 PM, Tuesdays: 
3-6 PM, W/Th: by appointment. 
667-2200 www.awesomeop- 
tions.com
« SHORT ON $? Make $ selling 
Avon. Sign up by April 21 with 
no fee! Call Tammy to buy or 
sell. (616) 662-0073 or
askme@altelco.net
Student Organizations - Let the 
Lanthorn know what your or­
ganization is doing. If you have 
an upcoming event, stop by the 
Lanthorn office at 100 Com­
mons and fill out a press re- 
1 lease, or email
Lanthorn@gvsu.edu
PERSONALS
Tell your lover you love them. 
Wish a friend good luck. Lift 
someone's spirits. Put it in writ­
ing. Make it public. Lanthorn 
personals are a great way to let 
someone know you care. Call 
616-331-2460 for more informa­
tion.
ROOMMATES
Looking for a new roommate? 
Placing an ad in the Lanthorn is 
a great way to reach all those 
other people in your same 
situation. Call 331-2460 today 
. to set up your ad!
One female roommate needed 
to sublease for the summer 
‘06’. 4 bedroom/2 bath campus 
view apartment. $285/month 
plus utilities. May - August. If 
interested, call (616) 331-0640.
Three bedroom, new duplex, 
female roommate needed. 
Great location off Kinney near 
Standale. Immediate occu­
pancy. $350/month plus utili­
ties. (616) 262-1508
SERVICES
SLIDE SHOW in Motion - slide 
show and DVD productions. 
Give us your pictures, videos, 
and music and let us “make 
your memories move.” Email 
inmotionproductions@gmail.co 
m or call (248) 921-1069 for 
rates and details.
Try to serve Grand Valley and 
the neighboring community?
; Let the Lanthorn serve you by 
placing your ad! Call 331-2460 
to set up your ad.
WANTED
Bartenders wanted. Up to 
$250/day. No experience nec­
essary. Training provided. Age 
18+ okay. Call 1-800-965-6520 
ext 226.
Wish your friend a happy birth­
day. Tell the world for just $4.00 
(student pricing). Stop by the 
Lanthorn office, 100 Commons, 
for more details.
EMPLOYMENT
Looking for help? Let the Lan­
thorn set you up with people 
who are looking for work! Call 
331-2460 to get your search 
started as soon as possible!
Summer Employment College 
Pro is now hiring painters to 
work outdoors with other stu­
dents. Earn $3000-$5000, ad­
vancement opportunities. 
1-888-277-9787 www.college- 
pro.com
SUMMER IN MAINE Males and 
Females. Meet new friends! 
Travel! Teach your favorite ac­
tivity. Tennis, Swim, Sail, Gym­
nastics, Archery, Rocks, English 
Riding, Copper Enameling, Art, 
Basketball, Pottery, Office, and 
more! June to August. Residen­
tial. Enjoy our website. Apply on 
line TRIPP LAKE CAMP for 
Girls: 1-800-997-4347,
www.tripplakecamp.com
The Lanthorn is currently look­
ing for cartoonists, writers and 
distribution staff for the upcom­
ing school year. For more infor­
mation and an application, stop 
by the Lanthorn at 100 Com­
mons or email business@lan- 
thorn.com
Writers - Get published and get 
paid. The Lanthorn accepts and 
publishes articles about cam­
pus issues and themes. If you 
have one, email it to the editor 
at editorial@lanthorn.com
FOR SALE
1992 red ford F-150 XLT, 4WD, 
178k miles, 70k miles on new 
engine, AC, cruise, short box 
w/topper, $3,000. Call 
(231)343-6098 for more info.
3/4 bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths. 
Homes under construction. 
Pick your own colors. Great 
investment for students/par- 
ents. Within a mile from cam­
pus, (616)293-0806
4 bedroom home for rent. One 
mile from campus. $1300 per 
month. 616-291-2668
American Realty specializes in 
college housing and has over 
50 houses in the greater Grand 
Rapids area. From Walker to 
East Grand Rapids to Eastown 
to Kentwood, we have all totally 
remodeled homes that fit to­
day’s student! Are you tired of 
overpriced, cramped campus 
housing, or 100 year old homes 
with outragous utility bills, poor 
parking, and etc.? Go visit our 
homes online and apply today 
at www.american-realty.net 
(616)726-5700
Apartment Finders! We help you 
find better studios, apartments 
and townhomes at lower prices, 
starting $351/month, $125
Apartment Rebate Available, 
300 Apartments & Retails on­
line, 800-520-2463, 
www.gopromo.com
College Dream Home 2,000 
square feet, granite counter 
tops, located off 68th street, 
looking for four tenants starting 
spring semester. Call Mario 
(586)709-005
Duplex for rent (side by side): 
Walking distance to Pew Cam­
pus. 3 bedrooms, 1 bath. Appli­
ances included. Washer/Dryer 
hookups. $650.00 per month. 
Please call 616-742-3846 for 
more information.
Duplex for rent. 3 BR, new car­
pet, paint etc. Convenient loca­
tion. 7874 Cottonwood. Free 
wireless internet. Rent = $780 
for 3, $880 for 4. Available early 
May. Call 299-9195 or 
662-8001.
Let Grand Valley know what EAST TOWN - 1334 Sigsbee. 
goodies you have to sell! Call Hardwood floors with newly up- 
the Lanthorn to list your items dated kitchen, curbside parking, 
today! 331-2460 new furnace with central air,
-------------------------------------------- pets welcome. $850 plus utili-
Like new, wood futon and ties. (616)862-4686 
queen size mattress. $50 call
Jackie (810) 599-7070 SPACIOUS one-bedroom apart -
• ment on Eastern Avenue near
Heritage Hill & Downtown. 
Remodeled, laundry, off street 
parking, busline. $475 Call 
454-2485
$125.00 Apartment Rebate
300 Apartments & Rentals Online 
Starting from $351 month
www.GoPromo.com
(800-520-2463)
For Rent 1 block from Pew 
Campus. Newly remodeled, 2 
Bedroom apartments in historic 
building. Amenities include: 
washer and dryer in unit, new 
kitchen appliances. A must see! 
Only 2 left. $950 per month in­
cluding water and gas. Please 
call 616-742-3846 for more in­
formation.
For Rent: 1 bedroom apt. 3 
miles from GVSU, good quiet 
neighborhood. Nice and clean. 
Available May. 616-566-2076 or 
616-748-0619
For Rent: Spacious, 3 bedroom, 
2 bath home near GVSU down­
town campus. Hardwood floors, 
washer/dryer, 2 stall garage. 
Front porch overlooks John Ball 
Park. No Smoking. Available 
May 1. $900/month including 
garbage pickup. SEC DPST 
616-875-8459
House for Sale Minutes to 
downtown, GVSU, parks, shop­
ping. 3 bedroom, 1.5 baths. 
2-car garage, private fenced 
yard. Central air, newer appli­
ances. Wood floors throughout. 
Basement ready to finish for ex­
tra rooms. 1142 Veto NW. Call 
634-6564.
Houses available, 4 bedrooms 
to 7 bedrooms. $850-$1650, 
(616) 292-7060, (616) 887-2604.
Newly renovated 3-4 bedroom 
duplex. Very clean, walkout 
basement, walking distance to 
downtown and GVSU. $950/mo 
+ utilities. 460-4150.
Rent: Near G. R. Campus, Bus 
Lines - 1 bedroom KIT/DA, LR 
Bath, Clean, $425 plus Gas & 
Electric. Call John (616) 
447-5033
Room for Rent $350/month in­
cludes all utilities, cable, stor­
age, laundry, wireless internet. 
616-450-3819 10 minutes from 
either campus.
Whether you're selling, leasing, 
or sub-letting your home, let the 
Lanthorn help! Give us a call at 
331-2460 and let people know 
what deals ou have to offer!
News Tips - The GV Lanthorn 
editorial staff appreciates your 
news tips and story ideas. 
Please help us make news 
available to the public. Email 
your tip to lanthorn@gvsu.edu
CONGRATULATIONS
OPPORTUNITIES
INTERNSHIPS
LOST & FOUND
Lost & Found ads are FREE for 
the 1st insertion!! 25 word maxi­
mum. Email Lanthorn@gvsu.edu
MISCELLANEOUS
NEED SCHOOL SUPPLIES?
Lake Michigan Credit Union 
ATMs include free transaction 
for LMCU members - and 
they’re just like a branch. You 
can deposit, withdraw, and 
transfer; all with no fees! LMCU 
full-service ATMs are located at 
the Commons, Kirkhof, Kleiner 
Commons, and at our Drive-Up 
Kiosk @ 42nd/Pierce. Save 
money and start shopping!
Readers Caution - Ads appear­
ing on this page may involve a 
charge for phone calls, book­
lets, information, CODs, etc. 
Reply with caution.
Want people to take advantage 
of the opportunities you have to 
offer? Place an ad and reach 
thousands! Call the Lanthorn for 
more information. 331-2460.
Lantnorn.com
Lanthorn.com
Lanthorn.com
Lanth6m.com
Larrthom.com
Lanthorn.com
Lanthorn.com
5 ATMs
Here on Campus!
LAKE’ 
MICEIICAN
( RIDII UNION
•Frrt* ( hif kinj; tt* amntx* urnk-t jko 24 or with IVv» t l)t«ix this < rpritf union w liflrMlh tnvinxl In th*Vmnn.tl Crwfft 1 'nam Administration
f.ll».242.'i:*IO • H00.742.‘>7«M»
Like Mi< higan Credit Union students receive 
FRFE ATM transactions at these kx ations!
• Commons (Lower Level)
• Drive-Up Kiosk at 42nd/Pierce
• Fieldhouse
• Kirkhof Center
• Kleiner C ommons
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'Bandits returns to the stage
CVL / Anna
Stick 'em up: Sophomore Cassie Moye (Donna) and sophomore Ellen Van Zanten (Edna) act a scene from "The Multiplex Bandits or Practically Marx " The student-produced show was put on by STAGF 
in the Cook-DeWitt Center and in the Loosemore Auditorium this past weekend.
Student-run production 
hits the stage for its 
second time at GVSU
By Justin Wilson
CVL Staff Writer
“The Multiplex Bandits 
or Practically Marx,” a play 
engineered entirely by students, 
played last week.
Grand Valley State 
University’s student-produced 
theatre organization STAGE 
(Student Theatrical Arts Guild 
for Entertainment) hosted its 
winter 2006 production at the 
Cook-DeWitt Center and the 
Loosemore Auditorium.
The play opened on 
Wednesday, and was written, 
directed, acted and produced by 
GVSU students.
“This show took a lot of 
hard work from a wonderful 
cast and crew,” said STAGE 
Vice President Scott Emo. “The 
production was a fantastic choice 
and received a good response. I 
am extremely proud of the cast. 
They did an excellent job of 
putting on a good show in a little 
amount of time.”
Emo said the performance 
provided GVSU students with 
a unique opportunity and was 
meant to offer the audience a one- 
of-a-kind chance to experience 
theatre.
The performance is centered 
on the two main characters, Artie 
and Lenny. The two men devise 
a scheme to rob a multiplex out 
of boredom. They bring Artie’s 
obnoxious pregnant wife and a 
conflicted preacher named Ralph 
along for the heist. The group then 
encounters an estranged group of 
theatre workers who complicate 
the situation. The performance 
reveals a surprising satirical twist 
at the end.
“The play really takes off 
in Act 2,” said junior Amanda 
Callaghan. “Some of the minor 
characters really stole the show.”
The production was written 
by GVSU alumnus Joshua 
Courtade.
Courtade said he gained 
inspiration from a job he had at 
a local theatre, and the plot is 
based on his thoughts of vicarious 
revenge.
“When I wrote the play I saw 
it as my way of sticking to the 
man, and it reflects my desire to 
make my former employer pay,” 
Courtade said.
Courtade added this was the 
second time STAGE has put
on “The Multiplex Bandits or 
Practically Marx,” and it was 
interesting to see it performed 
with a different group of 
students.
“I thought the casting was 
good, and I really enjoyed the 
performance,” he said.
Courtade said he hopes to 
continue ^ writing screenplays, 
and plans to travel to Hollywood. 
Calif., this summer to participate
in a screen writing program.
“The cast has had a lot of fun 
putting on this production,” said 
sophomore Luke Madden. “We 
really get along well.”
Madden played the role of 
Lenny in the production.
“I think this club is a great 
opportunity for people who enjoy 
working on and being in plays 
without actually wanting a career 
in theatre,” said STAGE officer
Meghan Smith.
STAGE meets every Tuesday 
at 9 p.m. in the Kirkhof Center’s 
Student Organization Center.
“There’s always room for 
improvement, but our cast and 
crew worked very hard, and we 
are happy with what they’ve been 
able to do,” said STAGE officer 
Sara Napiewocki.
She added STAGE offers a 
unique alternative to students
who are not theatre majors.
“Our organization is strictly 
about the student experience of 
theater all the way around from 
writing to producing to directing 
to acting to the technical and 
backstage elements,” she said. 
“GVSU students can contribute 
directly in any of these fields, no 
matter what previous experience 
they have or what their major 
is.”
CVL / lesski Wood
Practice makes pefect: Flutist Christopher Vaneman and oboist Kelly McElrath Vaneman rehearse before performing at 
Arts at Noon on Thursday in the Cook-DeWitt Center.
Trio plays host of instruments 
at GVSU's Arts at Noon Series
By John Faarup
GVL A&E Editor
Reading the program for 
the Arts at Noon Series last 
week may have led students 
to believe it was a Debtors 
Anonymous meeting.
“You are Pre-Approved!,” 
“Running Away from Debt?” 
and “Prices are Dropping!” 
were only a few of the songs 
performed by Ensemble 
Radieuse.
The musical group is 
comprised of three members, 
including Christopher Vaneman 
on flute, Kelly McElrath 
Vaneman on oboe and Melanie 
Foster Taylor on piano. The 
three played a variety of pieces 
ranging from the 19th, 20th 
and 21st centuries.
They started off with a set 
by composer Madeleine Dring. 
There were separate pieces 
within the composition titled 
"Allegro con brio,” “Adante 
semplice” and “Allegro 
giocoso."
The group continued with 
their main set titled “Junk 
Mail.”
The group also played “We 
Don’t Want to Lose a Valued 
Subscriber,” “An Exciting 
Offer for Singles Only!” and 
“No Home is Completely 
Vermin-Free.”
Grundmann went on to 
prestige by writing for “Pee- 
Wee’s Playhouse” and other 
Nickelodeon shows.
The next set was a sonata 
by Scott Robbins. Song titles 
included “Fanfare,” “Aria” 
and “Spooky Does the Bunny 
Hop.” Robbins is also a 
colleague of the group.
Jeremy Cusick, a 
sophomore, said the set was 
unlike other pieces he heard, 
and as a result, was expecting 
some sort of brass instrument 
to kick in during “Fanfare.”
“I thought it was a really 
good performance,” he said.
The trio finished with a piece 
by 19th century composers 
Franz and Karl Doppler 
titled “Rigoletto-Fantasie.” 
Afterward, they were greeted 
by an extended applause 
from the Cook-DeWitt Center 
audience.
“Their commercial theme in 
the middle section was funny.”
said freshman Joseph Lake. 
“1 think it added a nice light­
heartedness to it all.”
Sophomore Renee Mitchell 
agreed.
“All three of them flowed 
together really well, and it was 
cool to hear some instruments 
that aren’t traditionally used,” 
she said. “Usually, I don’t dig 
these kinds of things because 
most of the time they are sort 
of dull. This was different 
though.”
The Arts at Noon Series is 
coming to a close this month, 
with only two performances 
left before the end of the 
semester. The Clear Fork 
Bluegrass Quartet will play on 
Tuesday, and Russian pianist 
Elena Kuschnerova will 
perform on April 11.
The series has featured 
a range of artists, including 
the Israeli ensemble Esta, 
flutist Thomas Robertello and 
baroque players Duo Marini.
Log on to the Grand Valley 
State University music Web 
site at http://www.gvsu.edu/ 
music to view all upcoming 
events on the performance 
calendar.
'Slither' delivers a 
poisonous comedy bite
By John Faarup
A&E Editor
Gore, guts and slime have 
never been so fun.
A meteor flies through 
the atmosphere and lands in 
a densely-wooded forest of 
a small rural town. The rock 
contains an alien organism 
that shoots a dart of slime 
into anything that comes near 
it, and the first victim is an 
unfortunate local by the name 
of Grant (Michael Rooker).
The ooze injected into 
Grant leaves him with an 
unquenchable thirst for blood 
and flesh. He starts stockpiling 
meat in bulk, while at the same 
time trying to conceal his 
zombie identity from his wife 
Starla (Elizabeth Banks).
Now, this sounds like the 
prototype of any standard 
horror film, yet it is anything 
but traditional. The various 
satellite aliens spawning 
from Grant infect their hosts 
by roaming the countryside 
and finding their way into 
the mouths of unsuspecting 
victims. Soon enough, nearly 
everyone in the town has 
been converted to a zombie. 
They are all slaves to Grant’s 
consciousness, who has taken 
form as a Jabba the Hutt-type
being in his house. Only a few 
of the town’s citizens are left 
uninfected.
Bill Pardy (Nathan Fillion) 
is the ranking police officer 
in an investigation to find out 
what alien specimen has been 
terrorizing the town. There 
were countless reports of pets 
missing in the area, and he 
rightly suspects Grant to be the 
culprit behind the slayings.
Jack MacReady (Gregg 
Henry) is the mayor whose 
sole job is to tag along for 
the investigation, delivering 
one-liner after one-liner. Also 
tagging along is a teenage 
girl who has barely escaped 
from the terrorizing grip of 
her zombie family. The trio is 
intent on finding out how to 
rid the town of Grant and his 
plague.
What is the point to all of 
this? Well, it mostly functions 
as a setup for some hilarious 
unexpected sequences. 
Everything up to the 30-minute 
mark makes the audience think 
the film will take the road 
often traveled, where zombies 
attack everything in sight that 
is not one of them, leaving a 
path of blood and guts.
In fact, the reason “Slither” 
works so well is because the 
film is not deliberately comedy
driven. Simply, it is a horror 
film injected with comedy 
instead of a comedy film trying 
to gamer laughs by exploiting 
traditional horror elements.
“Shaun of the Dead" was 
an admirable satire of the 
genre, but what it lacked was 
the child-like innocence that 
“Slither” possesses. Top to 
bottom, everyone involved 
in the film is a down-to-earth 
character with a completely 
believable personality. Horror 
cliches are noticeably absent, 
and it leaves a feeling of 
sincerity not often found in 
similar films.
Actually, strike that. There 
rarely are other films that can 
say they are like “Slither.”
It leaves a very distinct 
signature, which is impressive 
in this day and age. Nothing 
ground breaking is present, but 
the screenwriters have such a 
good feel for simple dead-pan 
humor that the only option is 
to laugh at the absurdity of it 
all.
“Slither” opened nation­
wide on Friday and is rated R.
Courtny of Univrrstf Studios
Shedding light on horror: A terrified Wheelsy Mayor lack Mac Ready (Gregg Henry) illuminates a basement during 
'Slither,' a genre-bending horror film by Director lames Gunn.
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